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I. Profile - A Brief History of the Institute  

Asian studies at UBC are rooted in global controversies. WWII brought Dr. Inazo Nitobe, a Japanese 
internationalist, to UBC where he lectured on peace. The Communist uprisings in Asia after WWII 
were behind Bill Holland’s move to the Department of Asian Studies in 1961 after the Institute of 
Pacific Relations which he headed was closed during the McCarthy communist witch-hunts. Holland 
developed Asian studies into a major academic focus on campus. In “a typical academic 
compromise” in 1970, UBC established the Institute of Asian and Slavonic Research to 
accommodate the growing number of faculty studying Asia and the Far East. In 1977 the Chapman 
Committee under the dean of Graduate Studies and the Winter Committee under the dean of Arts 
determined that Asianists preferred the Institute to become exclusively concerned with Asia and to 
remain with Graduate Studies. Thus the Institute of Asian Research, sired by two consenting 
committees, was born.  

The Interim Council appointed by Dean Larkin to oversee IAR affairs also served as the Search 
Committee for a director. The first IAR “Newsletter” issued by the Interim Council of the Institute in 
June 1977 was a memo to the members informing them about IAR-related activities. The generic 
newsletter was continued and renamed Asia Pacific Report with Vol. 8, No. 1, in January 1984, and 
is now on its 23rd volume.  

The Institute became fully operational in September 1978 with the appointment of Terry McGee, a 
senior fellow in the Department of Human Geography, Research School of Pacific Studies, 
Australian National University, as director. His principal field of research was urbanization in Asia. 
Initially, McGee envisioned the Institute: 1) to coordinate UBC research projects on Asia and 
promote exchange of information among Asian researchers through seminars, lectures and 
publications; and 2) to develop research projects on Asia at UBC and provide an administrative 
umbrella for these activities.  

In June 1981 the Institute moved to the Asian Centre and added to its functions the publication of the 
journal Pacific Affairs, Asia Pacific Report newsletter, and research monographs as well as the 
management of the Asian Centre facilities. A restructured Institute which included the Centres for 
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, South Asia and Southeast Asia Research was launched in 1992. The 
expansion was made possible by about $20 million in endowments and grants raised by the 1989 
University’s World of Opportunity Campaign. Chairs and Executive Committees of the five Centres 
were elected in October 1993.  

After 14 years at the helm, McGee stepped down as director in 1992. Mark Fruin was appointed 
director in July. Fruin came to UBC from INSEAD, the European Institute of Business 
Administration and was a visiting professor in policy and organization at UCLA. His policy research 
themes for the Institute included: 1) Human Values and Expression; 2) Culture, Learning and 
Behavior; 3) Political Economy and Organizational Innovation; 4) Globalism, Regionalism and 
Localism; 5) Science, Technology, Environment; and 6) Policy Futures and the Asia Pacific Region. 
The last four constituted the Institute’s Public Policy Program. Fruin also founded CAPRI (Canada 
Asia Pacific Research Initiatives), International Associates Forum and CAPRI Special Series 

Dr. Geoffrey B. Hainsworth 
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publication to promote collaboration between Canadian and Asian researchers. Because of its 
affinity with the Asian community, the Institute organized an annual community outreach event held 
regularly since then.  

The Institute’s first endowed chair was awarded in 1993 to Kyung-Ae Park as the Korea Foundation 
Chair in Korean Research. In 1994 Masao Nakamura, was appointed to the Konwakai Chair in 
Japanese Research. Nina Halpern was appointed to the Louis Cha Chair in Chinese Research in 
1995. Fruin resigned as director in 1997 and McGee served as director again. In 1998 Sam P. S. Ho 
was named to the Taiwan-funded Chair in Chinese Research.  

In October 1996 the C.K. Choi Bldg. for the Institute of Asian Research was inaugurated. In the 
same year, the Institute funded the Program for Intercultural Studies in Asia on a yearly basis, 
depending on availability of funds. In 1997, the Centre for Australian Studies was added to the 
CAPRI public policy program on an ad hoc basis since it has no regular source of funding. Pitman 
Potter, a professor of Law and former director of the Centre for Asian Legal Studies, was appointed 
in May to replace McGee from 1 January 1999.  

II. Highlights  

1. Samuel P. S. Ho, director of the Centre for Chinese Research, was appointed in January 1998 to 
the Endowed Chair in Chinese Research established in IAR through a gift of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (ROC).  

2. Three books published by the Institute were launched on 5 January: The Silent Debate: Asian 
Immigration and Racism in Canada, composed of papers presented at a 1997 immigration policy 
conference, and edited by Eleanor Laquian, Aprodicio Laquian and Terry McGee; Pacific 
Encounters: The Production of Self and Other, edited by Eva-Marie Kroeller, Allan Smith, Joshua 
Mostow and Robert Kramer; and The Empowerment of Asia: Reshaping Global Society, consisting 
of papers from the Institute’s Inaugural Conference in October 1996.  

3. Lunar New Year Festival on 28 January greeted the Year of the Tiger with Asian foods, art 
exhibits, computer technology demonstrations, publication display and sales, film showings and 
cultural presentations.  

4. The Institute of Asian Research Graduate Students Network and Green College jointly sponsored 
the 3rd Graduate Symposium on Asia on 6-8 February titled “Instant Asia.”  

5. Canada’s Year of the Asia Pacific (CYAP 1997) was evaluated in March at a conference attended 
by The Hon. Raymond Chan, Secretary of State, and John Bell, former Ambassador for Canada’s 
Year of the Asia Pacific.  

6. In May, Pitman B. Potter, professor of Law, was appointed as the next director of the Institute of 
Asian Research effective 1 January 1999.  

7. “The 4th Pacific and Asian Conference on Korean Studies” on 10-13 May focused on “Korea 

Page 3 of 32

12/26/2007http://www.iar.ubc.ca/publications/annualreport1998.html



Between Tradition and Modernity.” It was organized by the Centre for Korean Research and funded 
by the Korea Research Foundation.  

8.  Samuel P. S. Ho and Nina Halpern of the Centre for Chinese Research organized a two-day 
workshop in August on China-Taiwan interaction from the perspective of the Republic of China 
(ROC).  

9. Paul T. K. Lin, who set up the China Program for Integrative Research and Development 
(CPIRD) at the Institute of Asian Research, was named to the Order of Canada for outstanding 
service at home and abroad.  

10. The Centre for Chinese Research, UBC, and the Centre for Research on Transportation, 
University of Montréal, were awarded $1,770,000 for a five-year project on training and research in 
urban and regional transportation and communication systems in Shanghai, Guangzhou and 
Lanzhou.  

11. The IAR Centre for Australian Studies and Asia Institute at Monash University in Melbourne, 
sponsored a conference comparing Canadian and Australian approaches to Asia in an era of unstable 
globalization.  

12. The Centre for India and South Asia Research celebrated 50 years of India’s independence with 
an exhibition of political cartoons from India along with conferences and seminars.  

III. Report of Activities  

Hard times and belt-tightening for the rich and the poor alike marked 1998 in Asia. The ravages of 
the 1997 economic crisis worsened in Year 2. The yen continued to tumble. Investment banks 
crashed in Hong Kong. Malaysia imposed currency controls. Property markets collapsed even in 
Singapore. In many parts of Asia, sinking profits, rising unemployment, sliding recession, soaring 
prices and contracting GDP worsened the economy even in oil-rich Brunei. Shrinking paycheques 
caused violent protests in Thailand and Korea. Political turmoil intensified with the India-Pakistan 
nuclear faceoff, the fall of Suharto in Indonesia and the bloody crackdown of reformers in Malaysia. 
Corruption in high places in China, demands for reforms in Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand 
and South Korea often ended in fatalities. Leadership changed in elections in Japan, India, a 
“flawed” poll in Cambodia and the election of a populist president in the Philippines. There was 
grumbling among ASEAN members and against APEC. Natural disasters brought thirst and famine 
in Southern Philippines and North Korea, floods and devastation in China, and brought down ferries 
and passengers in Indonesia and the Philippines to the bottom of the sea.  

How has this volatile year in Asia affected the activities of the Institute in 1998? With the IAR’s 
objectives to study the processes of change in the Asia Pacific region and to conduct contemporary, 
issue-oriented, interdisciplinary research that cuts across regional boundaries, has the Institute 
adequately covered the major developments in Asia in 1998? Has it provided a forum for people to 
address critical issues? Has it helped Canadians better understand Asia? Has it explained the 
profound changes that took place in the region? This report shows what the Institute and its centres 
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have done to meet their mandate.  
   

A. Faculty and Chairs  

Terry McGee completed his last year of the directorship on 31 December 1998. During the year he 
continued his research on the management of Mega-Urban regions in Asia attending the second 
meeting of the network of researchers from Asia, Australia, USA and Canada held in Taipei in April 
1998. Another project with the UN University, Tokyo, on Urbanization Changes in Asia was 
completed in August of 1998 with the presentation of reports on Seoul, Singapore, Taipei, Tokyo, 
Sydney, Vancouver, Jakarta and Bangkok at a conference hosted by the Institute of Asian Research 
at the C.K. Choi Building in August 1998. McGee also started a research project on "Social Safety 
Nets in an Era of Financial Crisis in Asia" with three field visits to Indonesia. This research is the 
basis of research application to the Hampton Fund and CIDA.  

During the year, McGee served on the University Awards Committee, the Hampton Research Funds 
Committee and continued to chair the graduate committee of Deidre McKay (Geography), Jean-
Francois Proulx (Geography), and Stephanie Scott (Geography). He also taught ASTU 202/Geog 
284 on the Asia Pacific Region which is taken by Ritsumeikan University Exchange students and 
Canadian students. McGee worked closely with Faculty at Ritsumeikan University presenting a 
paper at the Fourth UBC-Ritsumeikan Research Symposium in Kyoto in November. He accepted an 
invitation to join the Academic Advisory Board of the new Asia Pacific campus of the Ritsumeikan 
University to be opened in April 2000.  

In another Japan visit, McGee was the chair and keynote speaker of the conference on "Rethinking 
Regional Development in a Changing World" sponsored by the UN Centre for Regional 
Development in December 1998. He was appointed to the Steering Committee of the UN Global 
Forum on Regional Development for the next three years.  

Finally, McGee has acted as coordinator of the program on Australia Studies within the Institute of 
Asian Research and organized the first inaugural conference on "Australian and Canadian 
Approaches to Asia in an Era of Unstable Globalization" co-sponsored with the Monash Asia 
Institute held 29-31 October 1998. In the coming years before retirement, McGee will continue an 
active role in the Institute of Asian Research as a research professor. His publications in 1998 
include: T.G. McGee and Catherine Griffiths (1998) “Global Urbanization: Towards the Twenty-
First Century” in Population Division, Department of Economic and Social Information Policy 
Analysis, Population Distribution and Migration, New York. United Nations pp. 55-74. A. Marton 
and T.G. McGee (1998) "Processes of Mega-Urban Development in China. The Lower Yangtze 
Delta and Kunshan" Asian Geographer, Vol. 15 No.'s 1-2: pp. 49-72  

Ilan Vertinsky has continued his research on environmental responses of Chinese corporations. His 
paper with T. Ursacki et al. entitled “Can China be a Clean Tiger?” is to be published by Pacific 
Affairs. His work with Ursacki on “Pacific Market Integration” is to appear as a chapter in 
Deepening Integration in the Pacific Economies: Corporate Alliances, Contestable Markets and Free 
Trade edited by Rugman and Boyd, published by Edward Elgar Publishing in 1999. During 1998, he 
has published four other journal papers and four book chapters on forest policy and international 
trade. (See p. 25 of this Annual Report.) He joined Wilson, van Kooten, and Arthur to edit a book on 
Forest Policies: International Comparison which was published in December 1998 by CABI, 
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Oxford. Currently he is completing a study on environmental certification in Japan with M. 
Nakamura and Ph.D. student T. Takahashi. He is working on a Canadian study using similar 
methodologies with Ph.D. students C. Zietsma and O. Branzei. A paper entitled “Shades of Green” 
was presented in August 1997 in the Annual Meeting of the Academy of Management.  

Ilan helped in the development and launching of a new China-Hong Kong Network of Business 
Studies. The network was launched in Canada by UBC’s president with Chen Jinyu, Deputy 
Secretary General of the National Committee of the Chinese Peoples Political Consultative 
Conference, as guest. For this event, Ilan organized and chaired a panel of speakers on the Asian 
crisis including: Donald Tong, Director, Hong Kong Economic Trade Office, Liu Yunbia, Deputy 
Editor in chief International Business Daily and Annie Wu, a member of the CPPCC and founder of 
the first joint venture in China. Ilan participated in the launching of the network in Hong Kong in the 
presence of B.C. Premier Clark and Hong Kong government ministers. He participated in 
negotiating partnership agreements and will direct the research activities of the network. He will be 
in Hong Kong in 1999 to launch the first collaborative research project of the network on transition 
policies.  

In addition, Ilan is a co-investigator of a new SSHRC major collaborative grant to study regional 
sustainable development and a member of the Forest Sustainable Management, NCE. He also 
received a four year NSERC grant and is completing his SSHRC and Hampton funded projects. He 
is a member of the National Round Table on climate change (forest-sector) and of the technical 
committee on criteria and indicators.  

Samuel P.S. Ho, Endowed Chair in Chinese Research (ROC) and director of the Centre for Chinese 
Research, is currently involved in two major research projects. The first is “Grasp the Large, Release 
the Small: The Evolving Nature of Property Rights in Township Enterprises in China.” Since the 
mid-1980s China’s TEs have been responsible for a major proportion of China’s industrial growth 
and rural labor absorption. In the past most TEs operated as local government corporations, but in 
the past two to three years, there has been an increasing realization in China that changes in the 
assignment of property rights of TEs may be necessary and desirable if they are to continue to be a 
strong engine of rural growth. Since late 1997, many of China’s TEs have undergone significant 
organizational changes, which are likely to have far-reaching consequences for the distribution of 
well-being within the locality and the distribution of power within enterprises and within society.  

The project, with field sites in Shandong and Jiangsu, seeks to: 1) identify the process and the main 
methods used to reassign property rights in TEs; 2) explore and analyze the reasons for the 
reassignment of property rights in TEs and why some forms of reform are preferred over others; and 
3) examine the distributional consequences of property rights reform. The project is in collaboration 
with Paul Bowles and Fiona MacPhil of the University of Northern British Columbia, Xiaoyuan 
Dong of the University of Winnipeg, the Jiangsu Provincial Academy of Social Sciences, and the 
University of Shandong.  

The second project is “Land Use Change in a Rapidly Urbanizing Chinese Countryside.” Since the 
mid-1980s, rapid social and economic changes in China’s countryside have caused land use patterns 
to alter in dramatic ways, particularly in those regions where development has been most rapid such 
as the coastal provinces. The project seeks to: 1) estimate (using information from landsat images 
and land cadastral surveys) changes in land use pattern in one south Jiangsu township from the mid-
1980s to the late 1990s; 2) understand how land use planning and management are done at the 
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township and village levels; and 3) analyze how land use has been influenced by demographic, 
economic and institutional changes since the mid-1980s. The project is in collaboration with George 
C.S. Lin of the University of Hong Kong and the Nanjing Agricultural University. If additional 
funding is obtained, the project will be extended to study land use changes in other parts of China. 
Sites under consideration include the Pearl River Delta, the North China Plain, Shandong Peninsula 
and the Sichuan Basin.  

In addition to these two research projects, Ho has submitted the following research applications:  

1)   to the International Development Research Centre for funds (i) to develop and maintain a 
collaborative research network of self-funded Asian and Canadian research teams that will work on 
aspects of rural change in China; (ii) to undertake a research project on the property rights reform in 
the township-village enterprise sector; and (iii) to undertake a pilot project on changes in land use 
patterns in south Jiangsu. Awarded $237,550 for the period July 1998 to June 2001.  

2) to the Hong Kong Research Grant Council (jointly with George Lin of the University of Hong 
Kong) to fund a full scale project on changes in land use patterns in China. Application judged 
“fundable but not funded.” Application has since been revised and resubmitted.  

3)  to the CIDA Transport and Communication Project (jointly with George Lin of the University of 
Hong Kong) to fund a project on transportation and land use transformation in south Jiangsu. 
Pending.  

His other activities include the following collaborative work:  

1) with Alison Bailey, James Caswell, Glen Peterson, and Catherine Swatek to organize an 
interdisciplinary conference entitled “Memory, Modernity, and Millennium in Post-Mao Culture” to 
be held at UBC on 9-10 April 1999.  

2) with scholars in China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore to develop research projects on rural 
change (as part of his duty as Project Director of the IDRC-funded Rural Change Project).  

In 1998, Ho finished the manuscript for Sustainable Economic Development in South China (with 
Y. Y. Kueh) which has been accepted by Macmillan. The publication is forthcoming.  

Kyung-Ae Park, Korea Foundation Chair for Korean Research since 1993, received a 1997-98 
UBC-HSS Research Grant to continue her ongoing research on “North Korea’s Foreign Policy in the 
Post-Cold War Era” and “The U.S. and North Korea: Rapprochement Emerging?” She also received 
a small grant from the Centre for Korean Research to prepare two research proposals: “North 
Korea’s Foreign Policy in the 1990s” to analyze how domestic political imperatives motivate North 
Korean’s foreign policy behavior in the post-Cold War Era and “When and Why North Korea will 
Cooperate: Implications for U.S. Policy” to discern why North Korea exhibited cooperative behavior 
toward the U.S. and South Korea in the 1990s and what would induce cooperative policy initiatives 
from North Korea.  

Her publication in 1998 was “South Korean Women in Politics,” resubmitted with revision to 
Journal of Asian Studies.  
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Park presented the following papers in 1998: “Prospects for Economic and Political Cooperation 
between North and South Korea,” International Conference on “North-South Korea Cooperation and 
National Security,” The Korean Political Science Association, Seoul, Korea, 14 November. “Sources 
of North Korea’s Foreign Policy Leverage toward the U.S.,” at the 94th Annual Meeting of the 
American Political Science Association, Boston, MA, 3-6 September. “South Korean Women in 
Politics: Why So Few?” at the 39th Annual Conference of the International Studies Association, 
Minneapolis, MN, 18-21 March.  

Park was also invited to attend and deliver papers in the following lectures:  
Invited participant, “Roundtable on North Korea,” with the Canadian Foreign Minister, Lloyd 
Axworthy, The Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 22 May. 
Invited speaker, “Impact of Unification on North Korean Society,” The Central Intelligence Agency 
of the USA, Arlington, Virginia, 10 March. “Changes in U.S.-North Korea Relations,” Centre for 
Korean Research, UBC, 27 February. Invited discussant, “Comprehensive Security and 
Multilateralism in Post-Cold War East Asia,” The Korean Association of International Studies, 
Seoul, Korea, 13-14 November. Park contributed her service to the UBC community by serving in 
the IAR Director Search Committee, participating as a member of the Institute of Asian Research 
Advisory Council and as a member of the Management Committee, Center for Korean Research. 
Her service to the scholarly community included serving in the following positions in 1998: Vice 
President, The Association of Korean/American Christian Scholars in North America; Member at 
Large, The Comparative Interdisciplinary Studies Section, International Studies Association, 1998-
2000; Editorial Advisory Board, Korea Observer and Korea Forum; Regional Conference Director, 
Korean-American University Professors Association; Governing Board member, The Association of 
Korean/American Christian Scholars in North America; and General Secretary, Research Council on 
Korean Reunification.  

Park organized panels for various conferences in 1998 such as: Panel organizer, “Party Politics, 
Economic Restructuring and Globalization in South Korea,” “Durability of the Muddle Through 
Stability Among the U.S., North Korea and South Korea,” “IMF Bailout and Its Aftermath in South 
Korea,” and “Political and Economic Challenges for the New Regimes of Korea,” for the 94th 
Annual Conference of the American Political Science Association, Boston, MA, 3-6 September. 
Panel chair, “Political and Economic Challenges for the New Regimes of Korea,” at the 94th Annual 
Conference of the American Political Science Association, Boston, MA, 3-6 September. Panel chair, 
“Economics, Politics and Colonialism,” The 4th Pacific and Asia Conference on Korean Studies, 
Centre for Korean Research, UBC, Vancouver, 10-13 May. Organizing committee, The 4th Pacific 
and Asia Conference on Korean studies, Centre for Korean Research, University of British 
Columbia, 10-13 May.  

Masao Nakamura, Konwakai Chair in Japanese Research, continued his research in the areas of 
Japanese technology management, and Japanese business and economic behavior. These topics 
constitute the integral parts of the courses on new product development and international business he 
regularly teaches in the Faculty of Applied Science and Faculty of Commerce and Business 
Administration. He presented invited papers in a seminar at Kobe University Research Institute for 
Economics and Business Administration in March, in the Asia Pacific Meeting of the Japanese 
Association of Canadian Studies in April and in an International Conference on Displaced Workers 
which was sponsored by the Upjohn Research Institute and held at McMaster University in 
September.  
His papers which were published in 1998 are the following: “Adoption of Just-in-Time 
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Manufacturing Methods at U.S. and Japanese Owned Plants: Some Empirical Evidence,” (with S. 
Sakakibara and R. Schroeder), IEEE Transactions on Engineering Management 45, 1998, 230-240; 
“Nonverifiability, Noncontractibility and Ownership Determination Models in Foreign Direct 
Investment, with an Application to Foreign Operations in Japan,” (with J. Xie), International Journal 
of Industrial Organization 16, 1998, 571-599; “A Method for Estimating Scale Economies and 
Technical Progress: Sources of Total Factor Productivity for Japanese Manufacturing 1964-
1988,” (with T. Nakajima and K.Yoshioka), Japanese Economic Review 49, 1998, 310-334; “Model 
Specification and Endogeneity,” (with A. Nakamura), Journal of Econometrics 83, 1998, 213-237; 
“The Bonus Shares of Flexible Pay in Germany, Japan and the U.S.: Some Empirical 
Regularities,” (with O. Hubler), Japan and the World Economy 10, 1998, 221-232; and “Canada and 
the U.S.: What Can Japan Learn from Canada?,” in N.Watanabe et al. (Eds.), Asia-Pacific and 
Canada: Images and Perspectives, Japanese Association for Canadian Studies, Tokyo, 1998, 145-
159. The following papers have been accepted for publication: “Innovation, Strategy and Canada’s 
Forest Products Industry,” (with S. Globerman, K. Ruckman and I.Vertinsky), Canadian Public 
Policy, forthcoming; “Banks and Corporate Control,” (with R. Morck), Journal of Finance, 
forthcoming; and “Just-in-Time and Other Manufacturing Practices, and Market Environment: 
Implications for Manufacturing Performance,” (with S. Sakakibara and R.G. Schroeder), in P. Adler, 
M. Fruin and J. Liker (Eds.), Remade in America: Transplanting and Transforming Japanese 
Production Systems, Oxford University Press, forthcoming.  

Nakamura has also received the following research grants: “Foreign Direct Investment, Ownership 
Structure, and Dynamic Performance: Applications to Japan’s Inward and Outward FDI in 
Manufacturing,” Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada ($42,500 for 1998-
2001); and “Internationalization of the Japanese Business System, Any Lessons for Asia?” The 
Japan Foundation ($24,200 for 1998-99). He also serves on the editorial boards of the following 
journals: Managerial and Decision Economics (Advisory Editor, May 1988-date) and Scottish 
Journal of Political Economy (Editorial Advisory Board, December 1998-date).  
   

B. Research Centres  

Centre for Chinese Research  
Director: Dr. Samuel P.S. Ho  

Of the five IAR constituent centres, CCR has the largest following on campus with more than a 
hundred members among the faculty and students. In 1998 it sponsored 11 seminars and five 
conferences/workshops. The highlight of the year was the international Workshop on Cross-Strait 
Relations. It attracted some of the best scholars working on the topic from both sides of the Pacific, 
drew a large and appreciative audience, and was the first conference on cross-strait relations held in 
Canada. The Centre sponsored one workshop outside Vancouver—the IDRC project workshop that 
was held on 12-14 November in Prince George in connection with the IDRC rural transformation 
project.  

Centre Seminars, Workshops, Conferences  
The dominant themes of the CCR seminars throughout the year focused on transitional politics in 
Hong Kong, political liberalization in the PRC and Taiwan, China’s role in the Asian financial crisis, 
city planning in the rapidly urbanizing mainland, and cross-straits relations between the mainland 
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and Taiwan. The seminar and conference speakers included the following: David Zweig (University 
of Science and Technology, Hong Kong) started the spring term with a talk “Will China Liberalize?”
In contrast to popular opinion that economic liberalization will inevitably lead to political 
liberalization, Zweig argued that the industrial policies China is pursuing preclude the development 
of the political element—a large and politically viable middle class—required to link market reform 
and democratization. As long as the political and economic elite continue to obstruct the shift toward 
free-market capitalism, the fledgling Chinese middle class would remain a small and unlikely force 
for political liberalization.  

Mike Yang (Taiwanese Canadian Cultural Society) gave a talk on Taiwanese politics “The End of 
KMT Hegemony? The Political Outlook in post-election Taiwan.”  
UBC’s Institute of International Relations and Faculty of Law along with the Canada and Hong 
Kong Project (Toronto) sponsored the Hong Kong Workshop (20-21 February), bringing together 
journalists and scholars from both sides of the Pacific to review developments in Hong Kong since 
the June 1997 HK hand-over to the PRC. In a similar vein, Po-Keung Ip (Dean and Professor, 
School of Arts and Social Sciences, The Open University of Hong Kong) addressed the growth of 
civil society in Hong Kong.  

China’s growing importance and potential influence in the global economy was even more evident 
during the 1997 Asian financial crisis. Fan Gang (National Economic Research Institute, China 
Reform Foundation, Beijing) discussed China’s relative immunity from the Asian contagion, 
whether the Chinese currency would be devalued, the short- and long-term impacts of the crisis on 
China’s growth and prospects for reform and continued growth in 1998. The legal aspects of 
economic reform were covered by Xia Zhenfa (Central Prosecutors’ College of China in Beijing) 
and Vincent Yang (International Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy in 
Vancouver) in a talk about issues of anti-corruption in Chinese economic reforms.  

Adding a political perspective, David Hsieh (staff correspondent, Asiaweek, China) spoke on 
developments in Chinese politics since 1997 and China’s adjustment to changes in East and 
Southeast Asia after the recent financial and currency crisis.  

The strategic concerns of the region were addressed during the Workshop on Cross-Strait Relations 
held 21-22 August at UBC. It brought together scholars (and some government officials in a non-
official capacity) from Canada, the People’s Republic of China, Taiwan, and the United States. 
While the strategic aspects of cross-strait relations and media coverage of the issue dominated much 
of the discussions, participants also explored a number of other issues such as the perspective of 
Taiwan and Beijing and its impact on cross-strait relations, the effect of the Hong Kong transition on 
these relations and the implications of cross-strait relations on U.S. and Canadian policies.  

Other talks and seminars sponsored by the CCR examined issues regarding culture, sociology, and 
the environment. Yuang-Ming Chang (Taiwanese Canadian Cultural Society) traced the evolution of 
Taiwanese folk songs and popular music. Lanyan Chen (Dept. of Sociology, University of Victoria) 
spoke on ways credit cooperatives can improve gender relations in China.  

Daniel Abramson (Killam Postdoctoral, School of Community and Regional Planning) examined 
Chinese urban redevelopment and neighborhood change. Similarly, Jiang Xu (Ph.D. candidate, 
Centre of Urban Planning & Environmental Management, University of Hong Kong) discussed land 
use planning mechanisms in China after 1978. 
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Centre Publications  
Nina Halpern, “Adaptation and Decline in Chinese Basic-Level Party Organizations,” CCR 
Discussion Paper 98-1.  

Hill Gates and Nina Halpern, “Getting the Kid a Job; Allocation of Family Labour to Household, 
Market, and State,” CCR Discussion Paper 98-2.  

David Zweig, “Will China Liberalize?” CCR Discussion Paper 98-3.  

George C. S. Lin, “State Policy and Spatial Restructuring in Post-reform China: Towards A 
Synthesis,” CCR Discussion Paper 98-4.  

Shi Chen, “The Communist Leadership in Urban China, 1949-1955: The Case of Shanghai 
Revisited,” CCR Discussion Paper 98-5.  

Samuel P.S. Ho, see Endowed Chair for Chinese Research report on pp.8-9.  

Visiting Scholars  
Te-mei Wu, Sun Yat-Sen Graduate Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies, National Chengchi 
University.  
Liang-Kung Yen, Department of Public Administration, National Chengchi University.  
George C.S. Lin, Department of Geography & Geology, University of Hong Kong.  
Xianlin Song, School of Humanities, Murdoch University.  

Postdoctoral Fellow: Shi Chen  
a) Publication: “Leadership Change in Shanghai: Toward the Dominance of Party Technocrats.” 
Asian Survey, vol. 38, no. 7 (July 1998): 671-687.  
b) Working paper: “The Communist Leadership in Urban China, 1949-1955: The  Case of Shanghai 
Revisited.” CCR Discussion Paper Series, no. 98-5.  
c) Reviewed the manuscript “The Fifteenth Congress of the Chinese Communist Party” for Pacific 
Affairs.  
d) Prepared a research proposal entitled “Striving for an International Transportation Centre: The 
Leadership of Party Technocrats, Market-oriented Reform, and Transportation Planning in 
Shanghai” for the CIDA project on Transportation in China.  
e) Worked on a research proposal on the relationship between local governments and Township-
Village Enterprises (incomplete).  
f) Attended two conferences (on cross-straits relations and on Australian and Canadian approaches 
to Asia) and a series of seminars called “Urban China in Transition.”  
g) On-going projects: 1) “Technocracy, Political Technocracy or Party Technocracy: Some Thoughts 
on the Nature and Implications of the New Chinese Leadership”; 2) “The Rise of Party Technocrats 
in China: A Historical Perspective”; 3) “The Native/Outsider Variable in the Study of Chinese 
Elites: A Research Note”; 4) “State and Society: the Making of the ‘Civilized Communities’ in 
Shanghai.”  

Visiting Graduate Students  
Lisa R. Mar, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History, University of Toronto.  
Jiang Xu, Ph.D. Candidate, Centre of Urban Planning & Environmental Management, University of 
Hong Kong.  
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Centre for Japanese Research  
Director: Dr. Masao Nakamura  

The Centre for Japanese Research has had an active year in promoting disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary academic research on Japan by UBC faculty members, graduate students and 
visiting scholars. Specific research projects and seminars that have taken place at CJR are listed 
below. One of our new outreach programs was a CJR Saturday Forum in February to which 
government and business policy makers were invited. The Forum included seminars on the 
deregulation of electric power and the currency crisis in Asia by two well-known academics. (See 
below for details.) The CJR was also fortunate to have been chosen by Mr. Junzo Yamazaki, a noted 
Kicho (traditional silk screen) artist from Kyoto, Japan, to be the depository site for two of his Kicho 
pieces. These Kicho screens, which are commercially valuable also, will decorate CJR and will be 
loaned out to various UBC cultural events. The CJR has also been selected to host the Japan Studies 
Association of Canada Annual Meeting in the year 2000.  

Research projects  
The research projects being supported by CJR this year are the following: the Nikkei population in 
Canada (M.Creighton); Japanese foreign direct investment in Pacific Rim (D.Edgington); Asian 
Library Japanese archives (T.Gonnami); comparison of elderly care in Canada and Japan (B.Lee); 
Namban art (M.Matsumoto); Columbia University Press modern East Asian literature project 
(J.Mostow, S.Orbaugh); corporate shareholding in Japan (Ph.D.thesis,K.Nakano); Japanese overseas 
production and the domestic labor markets (J.Ries); elderly Nikkei immigrants in Canada (Ph.D. 
thesis, Y.Shibata); environment and firm management (Ph.D. thesis, T.Takahashi); Ainu in Japan 
(Ph.D. thesis, S.Tanaka); ecological footprints of Japan (Ph.D.thesis,Y.Wada); NYK’s participation 
in global trading networks (W.Wray). In addition CJR supports collaborative research on the Bean 
map collection at UBC (Mostow, Matsumoto, Edgington, Hur, Gonnami, Orbaugh and others) and 
business/economic history project (Ries, Nakamura, Wray and others). Additional long-term 
research topics are under consideration. A CJR team has received a research grant from the Japan 
Foundation on “Internationalization of the Japanese Business System, Any Lessons for 
Asia?” ($24,200 for 1998-99) (M.Nakamura (project director), D.Edgington, M.Kohno, J.Ries, 
W.Wray and collaborators in Japan). M.Nakamura also received a research grant to study Japanese 
foreign direct investment from the Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada.  

Seminars  
The CJR organized the following seminars and workshops in 1998 to which the public was invited.  

14 January. “Growth and Transformation in a North Pacific Resource Regime: Japan’s International 
Fisheries,” Roger D.Smith, Department of History and CJR, UBC.  
28 January. “The Ainu and New I: Rethinking Tsuruga,” Sherry Tanaka, Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and CJR, UBC.  
30 January. “The Information Content of Stock Markets: Why Do Emerging Markets Have so Little 
Firm-Specific Risk?” Bernard Yeung, University of Michigan Business School (Joint with Faculty 
of Commerce Policy Division).  
31 January. CJR Saturday Forum. The seminars pesented were: “Deregulation of Electric Power: 
North America and Japan,” Takahide Niimura, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, 
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UBC; “Post Currency Crisis in Asia: Long Run View and What Needs to be Done,” Bernard Yeung, 
University of Michigan Business School.  
13 February. “Habits, Costly Investment, and Current Account Dynamics,” (Joint with Faculty of 
Commerce Policy Division), Shinsuke Ikeda, Institute of Social and Economic Research, Osaka 
University.  
18 February. “Japanese Service Sector Multinationals and the Hierarchy of Pacific Rim Cities,” 
David Edgington, Dept. of Geography and CJR, UBC.  
4 April. A multi-disciplinary symposium on “Edo: Past and Present. (A project funded in part by the 
Japan Foundation.) The following papers were presented: “The Myth of Ukiyoe as Japanese Art,” 
Timon Screech; “Drawing His Own Ravishing Features—Utamaro and the Construction of 
Gendered Identities in Ukiyoe Prints,” Julie Davis, Univ. of Washington; “Kabuki-mono and 
Tokugawa Social Order in the Mid-17th Century,” Nam-lin Hur, Asian Studies and CJR, UBC; “The 
George H. Bean Collection of Tokugawa Period Maps: Highlights and Research Possibilities,” 
Frances Woodward, UBC Library; “Travelling the Rikishi Road,” Millie Creighton, Anthropology 
and CJR; “People of the World in Edo Period Maps,” Tsuneharu Gonnami, UBC Asian Library and 
CJR; “A Contextual Interpretation of the Humanistic Properties in Late Edo Buddhist Images,” 
Moritaka Matsumoto, Fine Arts and CJR, UBC; “The Rebirth of Kaguyahime: The Canonization of 
The Tale of the Bamboo-Cutter,” Maiko Behr, Asian Studies, UBC; “The Representation of the 
World and People during the Edo Period,” Tomoko Gotoh, Fine Arts, UBC; “Mediating the Re-
Inventing Images of Decadence in Edo Japan,” Victor Wong, Fine Arts, UBC.  
9 April. “Between Cultures,” Fumiko Kometani (1985 Akutagawashoo literary prize winner).  
9 July. “Economic Analysis of Cross-Shareholding and Keiretsu,” Katsura Nakano, Ph.D. student, 
Economics and CJR, UBC.  
7 August. “Political Participants of Japanese Women in Local Politics,” Sumiko Yazawa, Professor 
of Sociology, Tokyo Woman’s Christian University (Tokyo Joshi Daigaku).  
4 September. “Canada-Japan Relations and Japanese Canadians in the Post-War Canadian 
Society,” (a seminar jointly supported by the Japan Foundation and the Consulate General of Japan), 
Masako Iino, Professor of American History, Tsuda College (Tsudajuku Daigaku), Tokyo.  
16 September. “The Mysterious Case of the Vanishing Conservative Hegemony under High 
Economic Growth in Japan: Is Japan an Exception?” (A joint seminar with the Department of 
Political Science), Masaru Kohno, Political Science and CJR, UBC, and Aoyama Gakuin University, 
Tokyo.  
16 October. “Pain Painted and Performed: Tanizaki’s Aesthetics of Masochism,” Gretchen Jones, 
University of California at Berkeley.  
21 October. “The Japanese Distribution System and Business Practices,” Hajime Chinen, Visiting 
Scholar, CJR, and University of Ryuku, Okinawa.  
23 October. “White Desires: Fantasies of Mastery and the Eroticized Gaze in Japanese Television 
Commercials,” Karen Kelsky, University of Oregon.  
6 November. “Science and Sexology in Edogawa Ranpo’s Kotou no Oni,” James Reichert, Stanford 
University.  
13 November. “Performative Sexuality in Japanese Contemporary Literature,” Shigemi Nakagawa, 
Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, Japan.  
20 November. “Keiretsu and Relationship-Specific Investment: A Barrier to Trade?” (Faculty of 
Commerce Policy Seminar, Henry Angus Penthouse), Barbara Spencer, Faculty of Commerce and 
Business Administration.  
16 December. “Japan’s Changing Role in the East Asian Political Economy,” Glenn D. Hook, 
Centre for Japanese Studies, University of Sheffield, U.K.  
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Publications  
M. Creighton: Refereed journal articles: “Post-Industrial Dreaming in Pre-Industrial Japan: Japanese 
Department Stores and the Commoditization of Community Traditions.” Japan Forum 10.2 (1998). 
“Was Japan Post-Modern when Post-Modern Wasn’t Cool?: “New” and “Old” Anthropological 
Lenses on Japanese Self, Other, and Identity. Reviews in Anthropology, 27 (1998): 33-35. 
“Consuming Rural Japan: The Marketing of Tradition and Nostalgia in the Japanese Travel 
Industry,” Ethnology 36.3 (1997): 254-269. Chapters in edited books: “Weaving the Future from the 
Heart of Tradition: Learning in Leisure Activities.” Learning in Likely Places: Varieties of 
Apprenticeship in Japan, ed. by John Singleton, pp. 190-207. Cambridge, U.K.: Cambridge 
University Press. 1998.“The Seed of Creative Lifestyle Shopping: Wrapping Consumerism in 
Japanese Store Layouts,” in Servicescapes: The Concept of Place in Contemporary Markets, ed. by 
John F. Sherry, Jr., pp. 199-227, Chicago, Illinois: NTC Publishing. 1998.“Something More: 
Japanese Department Stores’ Marketing of ‘A Meaningful Human Life’,” in Asian Department 
Stores, ed. by Kerrie L. MacPherson, pp. 206-230. Surrey, U.K.: Curzon Press, 1998. “The 
Marketing of Tradition and Nostalgia in the Japanese Travel Industry,” in Pacific Encounters: The 
Production of Self and Other, ed. by Eva-Marie Kroeller, Allan Smith, Joshua Mostow, and Robert 
Kramer, pp. 194-215. Vancouver: Institute of Asian Research, The University of British Columbia, 
1998. “Kramer vs Kramer vs Suspense Theatre: The Perception Gap in Constructions of Self, 
Gender, and Family,” in Japan and the West: The Perception Gap, pp. 81-108. Aldergate, U.K.: 
Ashgate, 1998. Other articles: “‘Gambarimasho Amigos Today’: An Interim Report as the Pan-
American Nikkei Association Comes of Age.” The Bulletin/Geppo: A Journal for and about the 
Nikkei Community 40.11 (1998): 22-25. “A Tale of Forest Spirits and Ecological Disaster: The 
Furano Natural Studio of Japan Brings NINGULS to Vancouver.” The Bulletin/Geppo: A Journal 
for and about the Nikkei Community 40.1 (1998): 22-23.  

D.Edgington: Japan and the West: The Perception Gap, (edited with K. Nagatani), Aldershot, Hants., 
Ashgate, 1998; “Japanese Investors in Canadian Cities and Regions: CHS Policy Issues and 
Planning Responses,” Working Paper #11, 61pp; “Japanese Service Sector MNCs in the Pacific 
Rim,” (with H. Haga) Asia-Pacific Viewpoint 39, 1998, 161-178; “Japanese Direct Investment in 
Canada: Patterns and Prospects,” in M. Fry et al. (Eds.), The North Pacific Triangle: The United 
States, Japan and Canada at Century’s End, University of Toronto Press, 1998, 85-105; “The 
Importance of ‘Perception Gaps’ Between Japan and the West’,” (with K.Nagatani), Japan 
Foundation Newsletter XXV(5), 1998, 6-8.  

T.Gonnami: “Images of Foreigners in Edo Maps and Prints,” Journal of East Asian Libraries 116, 
October 1998, 5-18; “Burtitisshu Koronbia Daigaku Toshokan shozo Nikei Kanadajin shi kenkyu 
korekushon—kaiko to tenbo (The Japanese-Canadian Research Collection at UBC Library: 
Retrospect and Prospect)” Proceedings of the Third Ritsumeikan-UBC Seminar, Ritsumeikan 
University, 1998, 24-48; translation of “Taiheiyo ni kakeru Nihon no hashi, Pt. 2,” (Japan’s Bridge 
Across the Pacific, Pt. 2) by John Howes, Nitobe Inazo Kenkyu 7, 1998, 211-235.  

N.L.Hur: Prayer and Play in Late Tokugawa Japan: Asakusa Sensoji and Edo Society, Harvard 
University Press, forthcoming; Korean translation of [Nisshin senso: Higashi Ajia kindaishi no 
tenkanten by Fujimura Michio, Iwanami Shoten, Tokyo, 1973], Ch’ong-Il chonjaeng, Seoul: Sohwa, 
1997; review of [Diplomacy and Ideology in Japanese-Korean Relations: From the Fifteenth to the 
Eighteenth Century by Etsuko Hae-Jin Kang, Macmillan Press, London, 1997] for Monumenta 
Nipponica 53-4,Winter 1998; review of [Japan: A Documentary History: Volume I and II by David 
J. Lu, M. E. Sharpe, New York, 1997] for Pacific Affairs 71-2, Summer 1998.  
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S.Ikeda: “Habits, Costly Investment, and Current Account Dynamics,” (with I.Gombi), Journal of 
International Economics, forthcoming; “Options,” “International Asset Pricing Theory,” “Interest 
Arbitrage,” “Bubbles,” and “Rational Bubbles,” (in Japanese), in The Great Dictionary of Business 
Administration, Chuokeizai-sha, forthcoming.  

M.Kohno: “The Electoral Reform and Its Aftermath: Making Sense of Japanese Politics,” Aoyama 
Kokusai Seikei Ronshu 44, 1998, 93-104; “Tohyoritsu o kangaeru-Tokyo Togikai o daizainishite,” 
Aoyama Kokusai Seikei Ronshu 45, 1998.  

B.Lee: “A Comparison of Elder Care between Hiroshima and Vancouver,” The Bulletin: A Journal 
for and about the Nikkei Community, July 1998, JCCA, Vancouver, Canada; “A Cross Cultural 
Comparison of Elder Care for Japanese in Japan and in Canada,” a paper presented at the 14th 
International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, College of William and Mary, 
Williamsburg, Virginia, 28 July 1998; “Japanese Women as ‘Gaijin’: Caged Lives or Free Spirits?” 
a paper presented at the European Association for Japanese Studies, Budapest, Hungary, 28 August 
1997.  

J.Mostow: “Forgotten Daughters: Mother-Daughter Relationships in Classical Japanese Poetry,” in 
Mandakranta Bose (Ed.), The World My Mother Gave Me, UBC: Institute of Asian Research, 1998, 
31-44; review of [Splendid Monarchy: Power and Pageantry in Modern Japan by T. Fujitani, Univ. 
of California Press, 1996] and review of [Modern Japanese Tanka: An Anthology by Makoto Ueda, 
Columbia UP, 1996] Pacific Affairs 70, no. 4, March 1998, 606-607; “The Ideology of Form: Waka 
and the Modern Emperor-System,” and “Lyric Fallacy: Japanese Literature, Authority, and National 
Identity,” papers presented at the Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 
28 March 1998; “From Male to Female Audience in Tan’yu’s 100 Poets,” Gender and Sexuality in 
Early Modern Japanese Art Conference, (panel organizer), International Convention of Asia 
Scholars, Noordwijkerhout, The Netherlands, 25-28 June 1998; “‘Courtliness’ (miyabi) and National 
Cultural Identity in Modern Japan,” Courtliness in Japan Conference, (panel organizer), Ninth 
Triennial Congress of the International Courtly Literature Society, UBC, Vancouver, 30 July 1998; 
invited lectures: “‘Courtliness’ (miyabi) in Japanese Art History” (in Japanese), and “The Present, 
and the Discipline of Art History in Japan,” 21st International Symposium on the Preservation of 
Cultural Properties, Tokyo National Research Institute of Cultural Properties, Tokyo, 3-5 December 
1997; “Gender and Sexuality in Edo Japan,” University of Victoria, 28 January 1998; “Wakashu no 
Kozo, Yokubo no Bunpo,” “Edo Jidai Bunka ni okeru Sei,” International Research Center for 
Japanese Studies, Kyoto, 13 March 1998; “The Modern Construction of the Heian Era,” Japan 
Forum series, Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies, Harvard University, 16 April 1998; “Mother 
Tongue and Father Script: Sei Shonagon, Murasaki Shikibu, and Chinese Letters,” University of 
Pennsylvania, 20 April 1998; “The Gender of Youngmen and the Grammar of Desire in 17th 
Century Edo,” Columbia University, 22 April 1998; “Anatomy of Elegance,” Univ. of Pittsburgh 
Workshop on Japanese Aesthetics, April, 1998; co-organizer for the 28th UBC Medieval Workshop 
“Courtesan and Nun in Europe and Japan,” 18-19 September 1998; organizer for “Edo: Past and 
Present” symposium funded by the Japan Foundation, and “The One Hundred Poets in Japanese 
Popular Culture” Exhibition, Asian Library, UBC; initiated the CJR Edo Map Research Project.  

M.Nakamura: See his publication list on pp.11-12 of this Annual Report.  

S.Orbaugh: reviews of [Narrating the Self: Fictions of Japanese Modernity by Tomi Suzuki, and 
Writing Ground Zero: Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb by John Treat] for Modern Fiction 
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Studies, Winter 1997; reviews of Kanji Politics: Language Policy And Japanese Script by Nanette 
Gottlieb,and Literacy And Script Reform in Occupation Japan: Reading Between the Lines by J. 
Marshall Unger] for The Journal of Japanese Studies, Winter 1997; “Arguing With the Real: Kanai 
Mieko” in Oe and Beyond, Philip Gabriel and Stephen Snyder (Eds.), Hawaii University Press, 
1998, forthcoming; “Oba Minako and the Paternity of Maternalism” in Because the Woman Spoke 
First, Rebecca Copeland and Esperanza Ramirez-Christensen (Eds.), Hawaii University Press, 1999, 
forthcoming; review of [Be a Woman: Hayashi Fumiko and Modern Japanese Women’s Literature 
by Joan E. Ericson] for The Journal of Japanese Studies, 1998; Associate Editor for the “Columbia 
Companion to East Asian Literature” (sole editor for Japan materials), under contract, Columbia 
University Press.  

J.Ries: “The Attraction of Foreign Manufacturing Investments: Investment Promotion and 
Agglomeration Economies,” (with K.Head and D.Swenson), Regional Science and Urban 
Economics, forthcoming; “Rationalization Effects of Tariff Reductions,” (with K.Head), Journal of 
International Economics, forthcoming; “Immigration and Trade Creation:Econometric Evidence 
from Canada, (with K.Head), Canadian Journal of Economics 31, 1998, 47-62; “Industry 
Agglomeration and the Location of Foreign Affiliates,” (with K.Head and K.Ruckman), in J-
L.Mucchielli (Ed.), Mutinational Location Strategy: Economic Management and Policy, JAI Press, 
forthcoming.  

Y.Shibata: “Shifting Japanese Canadian Identities:From the Life Narratives of Japanese Canadian 
Women,” in N.Watanabe et al. (Eds.), Asia-Pacific and Canada: Images and Perspectives, Japanese 
Association for Canadian Studies, Tokyo, 1998, 87-104; “Lived Experiences of Japanese Canadian 
Women:Their Cultural Traditions,” paper presented at the 20th Annual Conference of the National 
Association for Asian & Pacific American Education and the 2nd Conference of the National 
Association for Asian Canadian Education, Vancouver, April 1998; “Teaching Japanese to a 
Multicultural Student Population at UBC,” (with R.Chau), paper presented at the 11th Annual 
Meeting of the Japan Studies Association of Canada, University of Northern B.C., October 1998.  

S.Tanaka: Papers presented in 1998:“Tsugaru,” paper presented at the Interdisciplinary Graduate 
Studies Program Symposium, Green College, UBC, February; “Tsugaru: A Forgotten Indigenous 
History,” Proceedings of the Conference on the Culture of Russian Far East and P.O. Countries: 
East-West, Vladivostok, Russian Republic, March; “Hunting History: the Silenced History of 
Forbidden-To-Come Place,” paper presented at the Eighth Conference on Hunter-Gatherer Societies, 
Aomori, Japan, October. “A Saga of Resurgence Shakes Japan’s Myth,” Insight page, Vancouver 
Sun, p.A21, 10 October 1998. Shiva, S.S. [Sherry Tanaka’s pen name], “Defying the Holy Will,” a 
poem cycle, Ginga shi techô no. 171, Ginga Shobô, Osaka, and further installments published in 
Ginga shi techô no. 172 (April), 173 (June) and 174 (August), 1998 [Ginga shi techô is one of the 
most established poetry journals for modern poetry in Japan.]; “Solo Poetry Reading,” Cecil Green 
College, UBC, February; “Poetry Reading,” First Nations House of Learning Coffee House Evening, 
First Nations House of Learning, UBC, March; “Poetry Reading,” Ginga shi techô Festival, Yasuda 
Seimei Hall, Tokyo, a project supported by the Japan Airlines and the Canada Council, May, [note: 
the Festival was one of the largest modern poetry events in Tokyo in this generation]; “Ningen (a 
human being),” in Modern Poets Anthology 1998, Ginga shi techô, Osaka, October 1998.  

I.Vertinsky: “Canada-Japan Trade in a Broader Asia-Pacific Context,” (with T.Ursacki), in The 
North Pacific Triangle: United States, Japan and Canada at the End of the Century, M. Fry, M. 
Kurosawa and J. Kirton (Eds.), forthcoming; “Innovation, Strategy and Canada’s Forest Products 
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Industry,” (with S. Globerman, M. Nakamura, and K. Ruckman), Canadian Public Policy, 
forthcoming; “The Effectiveness of Tighter Regulation on Illegal Insider Trading During Corporate 
Takeovers,” (with A. Boardman, H. Liu and E. Sarnat), Applied Financial Economics, forthcoming; 
“A Tabu Search Algorithm for Finding a Good Forest Harvest Schedule Satisfying Green-up 
Constraints,” (with S. Brumelle, D. Granot and J. Halme), European Journal of Operational 
Research, Special Issue, forthcoming; “An Interactive Multiobjective Approach to Harvest Decisions 
in Forest Planning,” (with T.Krcmar-Nozic, S.Brumelle, and C. van Kooten), Scandinavian Journal 
of Forest Research 13, 1998, 356-368. For his other publications, see p. 7 of this Annual Report.  

Y.Wada: “Ecological Footprint Bunseki: Seitaigaku Tekini Eizoku Kanou na Chikyu wo 
Mezashite” (Ecological Footprint Analysis: Towards Ecologically Sustainable Earth) (in Japanese), 
Working Paper Series No. 67, Centre for Business and Industrial Research, 1998, Hosei University, 
Tokyo; “Vancouver Kara no Tegami: Bento Haitatsu Kakari ga Mita APEC” (A Letter from 
Vancouver: APEC through the Eyes of Lunch-box Boy)  (in Japanese), Shukan-Kinyo-bi, No. 209, 6 
March 1998; “Chikyu no Kankyo Shuyo Nouryoku” (Carrying Capacity of the Earth)” in Japanese), 
in Kozo Horiuchi (Ed.), Chukyu Kankyou Taisaku: Kangaekatato Senshin Jirei (Ways of Tackling 
Against Global Environmental Problems: Concepts and Innovative Examples), Yuhikaku, November 
1998, forthcoming; “Ecological Footprint Analysis of the Japanese Consumption: Calculation 
Methods and Policy Implications,” (with Stephen Latham), Proceedings of the Japan Studies 
Association of Canada Conference, forthcoming; “Comparison of Environmental Load between 
Japan and Canada: Through Ecological Footprint,” (in Japanese), presented to the Continuing 
Education Department of Koushoku City, Nagano-ken, Institute of Asian Research, September 
1998; “Ecological Footprints and (Un)Sustainability: A Case Study of Japan,” (with W. E. Rees), 
presented at the 1998 Annual Conference of the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning, 
Pasadena, California.  

Academic Visitors  
In 1998 the CJR was host to these visitors from Japan: Takashi Toyoda (Hosei Univesity), Shinsuke 
Ikeda (Osaka University), Katsuzi Tanaka (Okayama University of Commerce), Kunitoshi Suenaga 
(Doshishya University), H.Chinen (University of Ryukyu) and Kazuko Aso (Tohoku Sensyu 
University).  
   

Centre for Korean Research  
Director: Dr. Yunshik Chang  
   
On 10-12 May the Centre for Korean Research hosted the 4th Pacific and Asian Conference on 
Korean Studies. Funded by a U.S. $100,000 grant from the Korean Research Foundation in Seoul, 
this conference brought together 95 scholars from nine countries to discuss “Korea Between 
Tradition and Modernity.” This is the fourth time this international Korean studies conference has 
been held but only the first time in North America (previous meetings were in Hawaii, U.S.A. in 
1992, Tokyo, Japan in 1994, and Sydney, Australia in 1996). Moreover, it was the largest gathering 
of Korean studies scholars ever held in North America. Scholars from Korea, Japan, Australia, New 
Zealand, China, England, and Kazakhstan, as well as Canada and the United States, presented papers 
on Korean history, literature, religion, politics, sociology, linguistics, economy, demography and 
education. A collection of the most outstanding papers presented at this conference will be edited by 
the Centre for Korean Research and published in time for the 5th Pacific and Asian Conference on 
Korean Studies to be held in Beijing in the year 2000. 

Page 17 of 32

12/26/2007http://www.iar.ubc.ca/publications/annualreport1998.html



Grants:  
CKR allocated $15,000 out of the 1997-1998 budget for supplemental support of UBC Koreanists’ 
projects. The following faculty members and graduate students and their research topics are the 
recipients of this year’s grants:  

(Faculty)  
Donald Baker, Asian Studies, $1,200, “A Guide to Korean History”; Nam-lin Hur, Asian Studies, 
$1,200, “Righteous Armies (uibyong) and Imjin-waeran, 1592-1598"; Ross King, Asian Studies, 
$1,200, “Soviet Korean Literature from the ‘Far Eastern’ Period (1917-1937): A New Chapter in the 
History of Modern Korean Literature”; Gene Namkoong, Forestry Science, $2,000, “Restoring 
Korean Forests”; Steven Lee, History, $2,000, “The Korean War, 1950-1954”;  
Tae Oum, Commerce, $1,200, “An Economic Analysis of International Route Allocation and Air 
Carrier Designation Policies in Korea”; and Kyung-Ae Park, Political Science, $1,200, “Women, 
Modernization and Political Participation in South Korea.”  

(Graduate Students)  
Kee Young Choi (M.A./Asian Studies), $500, “Interaction between Early Korea and Japan”; Sung-
Eun Kim (M.A./Asian Studies), $500, “New Religions in Korea”; Kiyoe Minami (M.A./Asian 
Studies), $500, “Japanese Elements in Korean Language”; Linda Min (Ph.D./History), $500, 
“Korean Nationalism in North America, 1910-1945”; SuYun Myong (M.A./Political Science), $500, 
“Politics and the Causes of the Korean Financial Crisis”; Michael Ralston (Ph.D./Asian Studies), 
$500, “Self and Self-Cultivation in Confucian Society”; Jee-Weon Shin (M.A./Asian Studies), $500, 
“Korean Women’s Speech in Connection with Their New Gender Identities.”  

Guest Speaker Series:  
Yong Sun Kim, Advisor, LG Academy, Seoul, Korea, and Executive-in-Residence, Faculty of 
Commerce and Business Administration, UBC, “The Cultural Crisis Behind the Current Economic 
Crisis,”  20 February.  
Sun Kyung Yi, Journalist, Filmmaker, Author, Aysha Productions Inc., “Let’s Talk: Korean to 
Korean,” 9 April.  
Hyun-hie Lee, Dept of Korean Language and Literature, Seoul National University, and Ross King, 
Dept of Asian Studies, UBC, “The Samgang Haengsil-to: Linguistic and Philological Approaches to 
a 15th Century Illustrated Korean Ethics Text,” 17 April.  
Doo-Sub Kim, Prof. of Sociology and Demography, Hanyang University, and Visiting Scholar, Dept 
of Anthropology and Sociology, UBC, “Son Preference of Koreans and the Regional Differences in 
the Sex Ratio at Birth,” 23 April.  
Saehyang P. Chung, Associate Professor of Fine Arts History, “New Findings on Kim Hong-do’s 
Genre Painting,” (Korean Culture Program Lecture Series sponsored by the Korea Foundation), 22 
October.  
The Hon. Sung Hoon Kim, Minister of Agriculture, Republic of Korea, “The Role of Korea and 
Canada in the Northeast Asian Economy,” 28 October.  
Kwangyul Peck, Economic Adviser to the Minister of Finance of Canada and Member of Board of 
Directors at the Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada, “Asian Economic Crisis, Its Cause, and Future 
Impact on the Political Economic of Korea,” 6 November.  
Ann Sunghee Lee, Dept. of Asian Language and Literature, University of Washington, “Yi 
Kwangsu’s Theory About a Korean National Literature,” 13 November.  
Gi-Wook Shin, Dept of Sociology, University of California at Los Angeles,  
“Social Origins of Korean Capitalism,” 20 November. 
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Bruce Fulton, Adjunct Professor, Dept. of Asian Language and Literature, University of 
Washington-Seattle, Korean Literature Reading “Early Masters of Modern Korean Fiction,” 25 
November.  
Kazuo Kuromachi, Professor of Agricultural Economics, Yokohama City University and Visiting 
Scholar, Centre for Korean Research, “Changing Aspects of Agriculture in South Korea: Farming 
Households and Farm Land,” 27 Nov.  

Faculty Seminar Series:  
Kyung-Ae Park, Dept. of Political Science, “Changes in U.S.-North Korean Relations,” 27 February. 
 
Nam-lin Hur, Dept. of Asian Studies, “The Second Phase of Imjin Waeran: 1597 to 1598 and the 
‘Mound of Ears,’” 6 March.  
Donald Baker, Dept. of Asian Studies, “The Philosopher as Parent: Tasan and His Sons,” 13 March. 
Tae Oum, Faculty of Commerce and Business Administration, “Korea’s Strategy for Liberalization 
of the East Asian Air Transport Market and the U.S. Open Skies Initiatives,” 24 March.  

Individual Activities :  

Donald L. Baker, Department of Asian Studies. “Tasan and His Brothers: How Religion Divided a 
Korean Confucian Family,” in Sang-oak Lee and Duck-Soo Park (Eds.), Perspectives on Korea 
(Sydney, Australia: Wild Peony Press, 1998), pp. 192-197. “From Pottery to Politics: The 
Transformation of Korean Catholicism,” Lewis Lancaster and Richard Payne (Eds), Religion and 
Contemporary Society in Korea (Berkeley: The Institute for East Asian Studies, University of 
California, Berkeley, 1998), pp. 154-181. “Christianity Koreanized,” Hyung Il Pai and Timothy 
Tangherlini (Eds.), Constructing ‘Korea’: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Korean Identity 
(Berkeley: The Institute for East Asian Studies, University of California, Berkeley, 1998), pp. 154-
181. “King Sejong the Great: Bringing Heaven and Earth into Harmony,” translated into Korean and 
published in Young-Key Kim-Renaud (Ed.), Sejong Taewang (King Sejong) (Seoul: Sin’gu 
munhwa-sa, 1998), 9-16. “Science and Religion during the Chosun Dynasty ,” James Palais (Ed.), 
Cambridge History of Korea, Vol. III (forthcoming). Book Reviews: Sonia Ryang, North Koreans in 
Japan: Language, Ideology, and Identity for Pacific Affairs Vol. 71, No. 1 (Spring 1998), pp. 114-
115. Mart Setton, Chung Yagyong: Korea’s Challenge to Orthodox Neo-Confucianism for Journal 
of Asian Studies Vol. 57, No. 2 (May 1998), pp. 559-560. Papers Presented in 1998: “Problems and 
Prospects for Korea under President Kim Dae-jung,” presented at Langara College, Vancouver, 18 
February, and Malaspina College, Nanaimo, British Columbia, 14 March. “The Philosopher as 
Parent: Tasan and his Sons,” presented at the UBC Centre for Korean Research, 13 March. 
“Fraternal Tribute: Displomatic and Cultural Relations between Korea and the Kingdom of Ryukus, 
1389-1637,” presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Washington, 
D.C., 27 March. “Creating the World’s Oldest Sutra: Hwanin, Hwanung, Tan’gun and the Celestial 
Amulet Sutra,” presented at the Korea Seminar of the Center for Korean Studies, University of 
California, Berkeley, October. “Han Moo-sook as a Christian Confucian Writer,” presented at 
Sparks of Creativity: Women in the Korean Humanities, a conference held at the George 
Washington University, Washington, D.C., 24-25 October. “Diplomatic and Cultural Relations 
Between the Chosun Dynasty and Okinawa,” presented at the Korea Seminar Series, Stanford 
University, Palo Alto, California, November.  
Yunshik Chang  
In June 1998, Yunshik Chang accompanied President Martha Piper on her first trip to Korea to visit 
and thank the donors, supporters, and friends of the Centre for Korean Research. His publications 
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are: “Confucius Meets John Locke: Personalism and Constitutionalism and the Dialectics of 
Democracy in South Korea,” Sang-Oak Lee and Duck-Soo Park (Eds.), Perspectives on Korea 
(Sydney: Wild Peony, 1998), pp. 585-608. “The Social History of the Natural Community: Korea,” 
Kyung-Dong Kim (Ed.), Korean Society in Transition (Stonybrook: SUNY Press, forthcoming), 
45pp. “Korean Society,” Encyclopaedia Koreana (London: Routledge, forthcoming), 20 pp. “Yu 
Chin-San: An Eternal Opposition Party Leader,” Kwang-Woong Kim (Ed.), Political Party Leaders 
and Korean Politics (forthcoming), 102 pp (in Korean). “The Progressive Christian Church and 
Political Opposition in South Korea,” The Journal of Church and State Vol. 40, No. 2 (Spring 1998), 
pp. 437-465. Edited Women in South Korea, 475pp (submitted to the University of Washington 
Press). Yunshik Chang is currently completing a monograph, The Dialectics of Democracy in South 
Korea: Personalism and Constitutionalism, and editing a reader titled Cultural Discourses on Korean 
Identity and co-editing (with Steven Lee) a reader titled Korea: Toward an Industrial Society.  

Nam Lin Hur  
“Collective Memory, Historians and the Construction of the National Identity of Koreans through 
the Japanese,” Review of Korean Studies Vol. 1 (September 1998), pp. 5-25. “The Soto Sect and 
Japanese Military Imperialism in Korea,” Japanese Journal of Religious Studies (forthcoming, 
Spring, 1999). “Shin Yuhan and His Journey to Tokugawa Japan in 1719,” The Proceedings of the 
Fourth Pacific and Asian Conference on Korean Studies (forthcoming, 2000).  

Ross King  
“KFL (Korean as a Foreign Language) vs. KHL (Korean as a Heritage Language) in North America 
and the former USSR: Ambiguous Priorities and Insufficient Resources,” Acta Koreana Vol. 1 
(August 1998), pp. 27-40. “Nationalism and Language Reform in Korea: The Questione della lingua 
in Turn-of-the-Century Korea,” Hyung-il Pai and Timothy Tangherlini (Eds.), Constructing ‘Korea’: 
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Korean Identity (Berkeley: Institute of East Asian Studies, 
University of California, Berkeley, 1998), pp. 50-103. (Co-authored with Jae-hoon Yeon), Korean: 
A Foundation Course (Tokyo: Charles E. Tuttle & Co, in press), 366pp. (Edited) Description and 
Explanation in Korean Linguistics (Ithaca: Cornell East Asia Series, in press), 441 typescript pages. 
Book reviews: Michael C. Rogers, Clare You and Kyungnyun K. Richards, College Korean for 
Journal of Korean Studies Vol. 9 (forthcoming), 13 pp. (Manuscripts in submission or undergoing 
revision) “Western Missionaries and the Origins of Korean Language Modernization,” 34 typescript 
pages. “An Unpublished Soviet Korean Grammar from 1932,” 26 typescript pages. “A Failed 
Revolution in Korean Writing: The Attempt to Latinize Korean Writing in the Soviet Far East, 1928-
1934,” 40 typescript pages. Conference papers presented in 1998: “A New Dictionary of Soviet 
Korean Yukchin Dialect, 20 pp, paper co-authored with Nelli S. Pak of Almaty, Kazakhstan, and 
presented at the SAT II Korean Conference, 30 July-1 August, Los Angeles, California. “The 
Samkang Haengsilto: Linguistic and Philological Approaches to a 15th Century Korean Ethics 
Text,” 20pp, paper co-authored with Hyeonhie Lee of Seoul National University, and presented at 
the SAT II Korean Conference, 30 July-1 August, Los Angeles, California. Research in progress: 
Received, together with Donald Baker and Insun Lee, a UBC Teaching and Learning Enhancement 
Grant in the sum of $94,000 over three years (1998-2000) for a project titled: “Multimedia Teaching 
Materials for Korean as a Foreign Language.” Visited Almaty, Kazakhstan, for 2 weeks in June, 
1998, with a travel grant from the International Research Exchange Board (IREX), Washington, 
D.C., to conduct field work on Soviet Korean dialects. Received a UBC CKR Individual Research 
Grant in the amount of $1,200 for work on a project titled: “Soviet Korean Literary Sources from the 
1930s.” Received a SSHRC Major Research Grant (1998-2001) in the sum of $34,000 for a project 
titled: “Korean Language and Writing in the Russian Far East, 1863-1937.”  
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Eunkyu Lee  
Served as a member of organizing committee and a session chair for the 4th Pacific and Asian 
Conference on Korean Studies held at UBC on 10-13 May.  
Delivered a lecture, “The Korean Economic Crisis and Strategic Leadership,” at Korean Heritage 
College of North America, 17 August. Served as a panelist for the 1998 Unification Forum (Ministry 
of Unification, Republic of Korea) held in Vancouver. Current research: “Business Philosophy of 
Korean Companies Reflected in Their North American Advertising.”  

Insun Lee  
Taught Korean Language at Harvard University, June-August. Taught a cross-cultural 
communication training course for businessmen at Simon Fraser University at Harbour Centre 
(David Lam Centre for International Communication), September-December. Development of 
training material for businessmen is in progress. Currently engaged in a research project on the 
significance of cross-cultural/linguistic influences in second language acquisition.  

Steven Lee  
Symposium on “Outposts of Empire” by Steven Lee, organized by the Institute of Korean Studies, 
Graduate School of International Studies, Yonsei University, 31 July. “Canadian-Korean Youth and 
the 21st Century,” lecture for conference organized by the Korean Heritage College of North 
American, UBC, 22 August. Dictionary entries completed for a Historical Dictionary of American-
East-Asian Relations, edited by Professor James Matray of Arizona State University. The following 
entries were submitted in September: Thirty-Eighth Parallel Division; The Moscow Conference; The 
Korean War; Pak Hon-yong; Prime Minister Nobusuke Kishi; The Korean Prisoners of War 
Controversy; Chaebol. “Past as Prologue: The Geneva Conference on Korea, 1954,” paper delivered 
for an international conference entitled “Back to the Future: Diplomatic Legacies for a Post Cold 
War East Asia,” University of Pennsylvania, 18-19 September. Currently working on a book on the 
Korean War for Longman’s (U.K.), a co-edited book with Professor Yunshik Chang, of papers on 
the theme of Korean modernization, and a monograph comparing Canada-U.S. and U.S.-Korea 
relations in the post-World War II era.  

Outreach Program  
CKR invited Mr. Kwang-il Kim, the director-designate of the Artist’s Village  
(near Taejon) and a renowned artist of the tanso, to perform traditional Korean Music on 20 March 
at Asian Centre Auditorium.  

Others  
President Martha Piper presented at the opening ceremony of the 4th Pacific and Asian Conference 
on Korean Studies a plaque of appreciation to Mr. Sah Myung Hong, Director-General, the Korea 
Research Foundation, in recognition of his contribution to the promotion of Korean Studies 
overseas.  
   
   

Centre for India and South Asia Research  
Director: Dr. John R. Wood  

During 1998 the Centre for India and South Asia Research continued to actively promote research 
and teaching on South Asia, including India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. CISAR 
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encourages and gives financial support to individual UBC faculty and graduate student South 
Asianists and also organizes seminars, workshops and conferences that involve scholars from other 
Canadian as well as foreign universities. The Centre also provides the link between UBC academics 
and scholarly institutions in Canada such as the Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute and the South Asia 
Council of the Canadian Asian Studies Association. CISAR further maintains close ties with 
governmental agencies of both Canada and India, with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
working in South Asia and with the Indo-Canadian communities of Vancouver and the B.C. Lower 
Mainland.  

The South Asia Seminar  
CISAR’s bi-weekly South Asia Seminar features presentations by UBC and visiting scholars on a 
wide range of topics. In the Spring term, Rina Mitra, a visiting scholar with considerable experience 
in the Indian Police Service, spoke on efforts to contain the Naxalite movement in eastern India. 
Vinay Gidwani, a post-doctoral student in Economics presented a paper on “The Role of Non-
Governmental Organizations in Development: A Case from Beed District, Maharashtra.” Prof. 
Minoti Chakravarty-Kaul of the University of Delhi spoke on “Customary Law and Common 
Property Resources.” Prof. Gurharpal Singh from De Montfort University presented a paper entitled 
“Rethinking Conventional Wisdom: Ethnicity, Ethnic Conflict and India as an Ethnic Democracy.” 
Finally, Fr. Dominic George, Rector of Loyola University, Trivandrum, presented a paper on “Slum 
Women Gaining Respect and Claiming Resources in the Cities of Kerala.”  

We began the fall term with our traditional South Asian Luncheon meeting, attended by over fifty 
CISAR faculty, research and graduate associates and other interested persons. We were privileged to 
have the Consul General of India in Vancouver, Shri Atish Sinha join us, as well as a former Consul 
General, Shri Jagdish Sharma, recently India’s Ambassador to Hanoi, who presented his new book 
on Hindu Temples of Vietnam.  

In the fall, the South Asian Seminar featured a number of distinguished speakers, including Dr. Pam 
Rajput of Punjab University, Chandigarh, who spoke on “Mobilizing and Empowering Women at 
the Grassroots in India.” Vasant Saberwal, a Research Associate at the Institute of Social and 
Economic Change, Bangalore, presented a film and talk on “Pastoral Politics,” a study of land use 
practices by the Gaddi community of Himachal Pradesh. Dr. Susantha Goonatilake of the New 
School of Social Research, New York, gave a seminar on “Tedious Fiction: The Anthropology of Sri 
Lanka Amidst Global Civilizational Shifts.” Dr. Susheela Kaushik, the Shastri Institute 
Distinguished Speaker for 1998 spoke on “Enhancing Women’s Participation in Indian Politics.” 
Balraj Puri, the well-known human rights activist and journalist from Jammu, gave a talk on “The 
Future of Kashmir in Post-Nuclearized South Asia.”  

Conferences and Workshops  
The first workshop of the year entitled “Communities in Transition: The South Asian Diaspora in 
British Columbia,” was jointly hosted in February by CISAR and the Progressive Inter-Cultural 
Community Services Society. The workshop was organized by Dr. Tony Beck along with research 
associates of CISAR.  

A conference entitled “Fluid and Contested: Tradition in South Asia” was organized in March by 
Drs. Mandakranta Bose, Katherine Hacker and Laurence Preston. Exploring continuity and change 
in the intellectual and imaginative traditions of South Asia from a variety of theoretical and 
empirical perspectives, the conference included papers by James Gough (Philosophy, Red Deer 
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College), Anne Feldhaus (Religious Studies, Arizona State University), D.K. Basu (History, 
University of California, Santa Cruz), Woodman Taylor (Art History, University of Illinois), Bruce 
Sullivan (Religious Studies, Northern Arizona University), Samuel Parker (Anthropology, 
University of Washington, Tacoma), Kathleen Wyma (Fine Arts, UBC), Doris Jakobsh (Asian 
Studies, UBC), Michael Dodson (Asian Studies, UBC), Donna Wulff (Religious Studies, Brown 
University) and Rupert Snell (Languages, School of Oriental and African Studies).  
Various members of CISAR attended the Spring meeting of the South Asia Colloquium of the 
Pacific Northwest (SACPAN) at the University of Washington, Seattle in February. CISAR carried 
on the bi-annual tradition with a Fall meeting of SACPAN at UBC in October. It featured Dr. Denise 
Nuttall of Anthropology, UBC, speaking on “Touching Feet: On Becoming a Disciple in India,” Dr. 
Divya McMillan of Communications, University of Washington (Tacoma) speaking on “Television 
and National Identity in India,” Dr. Stacy Pigg of Anthropology, Simon Fraser University, speaking 
on “Sex as a Development Problem: Radio Sex Education and AIDS Prevention in Nepal,” and Dr. 
Vasudha Dhagamwar, Director of the Multiple Action Research Group, New Delhi, speaking on 
“Public Interest Litigation in India: the Case of the Bhils of Khandesh, Maharashtra.”  

In December CISAR associates participated in the annual Vancouver forum of South Asia 
Partnership Canada on “The New Alliance: Local Government and Community Activism in Canada 
and South Asia” and hosted a reception for the participants at the C.K. Choi Building.  

Ongoing Research Projects  
During 1998 CISAR’s roster of associates included 17 faculty associates (of whom 7 were emeriti) 
and 8 post-doctoral research associates. From among our 23 graduate student associates, two new 
Ph.D.s were graduated (Haider Nizamani, Political Science and Denise Nuttall, Anthropology and 
Sociology) and three M.A.s (Carole Bullen, School of Community and Regional Planning, and 
Michael Dodson and Sukhi Hothi (Asian Studies).  

In co-operation with the School of Community and Regional Planning, some members of CISAR, 
led by Dr. Barrie Morrison, are assisting with the formation of post-graduate training programs in 
community planning in three Sri Lankan universities. The five-year project is administered by the 
Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada and is supported by a CIDA grant.  

In co-operation with the Sustainable Development Research Institute, some members of CISAR, led 
by Dr. Gisèle Yasmeen, are participating in the Sustainable Cities Project, which features 
comparative urban environmental research in five countries: India, China, Mexico, South Africa and 
Canada. The India research is located in Bangalore, where UBC scholars will be partnered with 
researchers from the Institute of Social and Economic Change, the Tata Energy Research Institute 
and TIDE, a Bangalore NGO. A CIDA grant has enabled one project workshop to be held at UBC in 
October, to be followed by another in Bangalore in February.  

Awards  
During 1998 three CISAR associates (Evelyn Nodwell, Denise Nuttall and John R. Wood) won 
Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute fellowships enabling field work in India. Drs. Mandakranta Bose and 
Barrie Morrison held Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada fellowships. 
Amongst our graduates, Michael Dodson has won a Cambridge University fellowship which will 
support his Ph.D. studies in History at Cambridge.  
   
Publications  

Page 23 of 32

12/26/2007http://www.iar.ubc.ca/publications/annualreport1998.html



Mandakranta Bose has edited the proceedings of a previous CISAR-RCWSGR conference, 
“Engendering Voices: A South Asian Perspective” to be published as Captive Subjects: A Social and 
Cultural Casebook of Women in India, forthcoming with Oxford University Press, New York. The 
proceedings of the International Workshop on “Co-operative Management of Water Resources in 
South Asia” sponsored by CISAR in December 1997 are currently undergoing editing by Dr. Barrie 
Morrison and Pablo S. Bose.  

Directors’ Activities  
During the period 1 September 1997 to 31 August 1998, CISAR Director Prof. John R. Wood was 
on sabbatical leave in India and Dr. Mandakranta Bose was Acting Director. Dr. Bose was extremely 
busy during the first eight months of 1998, especially with the work of organizing the “Fluid and 
Contested: Tradition in South Asia” conference. For the Institute of Asian Research, Dr. Bose 
published The World My Mother Gave Me: Asian Women’s Perspectives and Perceptions in 
Literature, which includes essays on literary texts from China, Japan, Korea, Indonesia and India. In 
addition to carrying out her own teaching, research and publication—which included four articles in 
1998—she created a new program for the Institute of Asian Research called the Program in 
Intercultural Studies in Asia (PICSA).  

While on sabbatical, Prof. Wood conducted field research on the politics of water resource 
development in Gujarat, India on a Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute research fellowship. The research 
included studies in thirteen villages in both the arid and the water-abundant parts of the state and 
intensive investigation of the Government of India’s watershed development and participatory 
irrigation management programs. A paper based on this research was presented at the Co-operative 
Management of Water Resources Conference and will be published soon.  

For the last four months of his sabbatical Prof. Wood moved to Almora in the Himalayan foothills 
and wrote seven chapters of a manuscript tentatively entitled: “Narmada: The Politics of Water 
Resource Development in India.” During 1998 Prof. Wood also edited with Prof. Hugh Johnston 
Managing Change in the 21st Century: Indian and Canadian Perspectives, the proceedings of a 
Shastri Institute conference held in conjunction with Prime Minister Jean Chrétien’s 1996 “Team 
Canada” visit to India. In addition, a paper on Canada-India relations presented by Prof. Wood at the 
conference on the 50th Anniversary of Indian and Pakistani Independence was published both in 
Canada and in India during 1998.  

Fund-Raising  
No funds were raised for CISAR’s endowment during 1997-98 and Prof. Wood is currently working 
with Sharlene Hertz and a new committee formed by the Faculty of Graduate Studies to try to close 
the gap of approximately $150,000 remaining in CISAR’s $1 million campaign. When the $1 
million target is reached it will be matched by the university and CISAR will be able to fill the Asa 
and Kashmir Johal Chair in Indian Research. The remainder of the endowment will generate funds to 
cover our administrative and activities expenses. Currently, most of the interest generated by the 
existing endowment is being re-capitalized, while some is used for CISAR running expenses.  
   

Centre for Southeast Asia Research  
Director: Dr. Geoffrey B. Hainsworth  

Centre Seminars, Workshops, Conferences

Page 24 of 32

12/26/2007http://www.iar.ubc.ca/publications/annualreport1998.html



A dominant theme in the seminars sponsored by the Centre for Southeast Asia Research in 1998 has 
been the environmental impact of rapid industrialization. While the rates of economic growth in the 
region have been stunning, the financial crisis has split open societal and political cleavages that had 
been under increasing pressure due to an unequitable distribution of political and economic power. 
While some of the talks have focused on these problems, others have addressed the alternate forms 
of creating and understanding a national identity that is not merely predicated on formal legal or 
economic definitions.  

Ian Townsend-Gault (director, Centre for Asian Legal Studies, Faculty of Law, UBC) examined 
advances in law-making and governance in Vietnam since the adoption of the policy of doi moi, 
illustrated by reference to key sectors, including issues arising from the protection of the 
environment, and the roles played therein by different levels of Vietnamese government and society 
and the donor community. Chris Bennett (Forestry Policy Analyst, Consultant to Harvard Institute 
for International Development) presented a talk on community forestry in Indonesia from whose 
experience lessons could be drawn for other Southeast Asian countries.  

Do Thi Binh (director, Vietnam’s Centre for Family and Women Studies) used a gender perspective 
to analyze the various causes, impacts and policy recommendations emerging from the poverty 
situation in Vietnam.  

In March, CSEAR and Dept. of Agricultural Economics co-sponsored a panel discussion entitled 
“The Current Economic Crises in Indonesia” that addressed exchange rates, financial sector, 
agriculture, forestry and trade policy issues. Participants included David Bond, adjunct professor, 
Commerce and Business Administration, Terry McGee, director, Institute of Asian Research, 
Maurice Levi, professor, Commerce and Business Administration, Rick Barichello, associate 
professor, Agricultural Economics, Chris Bennett, Indonesian Forestry Project consultant and Geoff 
Hainsworth, director, CSEAR.  
An associate professor of Asian literature at UC Berkeley, Sylvia Tiwon presented a seminar entitled 
“A Crisis in the National Imagination of Indonesia: A Discourse on Nation and Gender” in which 
she explored the construction of gender and cultural resistance in Indonesia.  

As in all developing countries, changing land-use in rural areas is an important economic, 
environmental, social and political issue. Takaaki Niren (Dept. of Environmental Planning, School 
of Environmental Science, University of Shiga Prefecture, Japan) analyzed trends and the meaning 
of transformations in Thailand’s rice production sector.  

Mubariq Ahmad (executive director, Indonesian Ecolabelling Institute) discussed developments 
within Indonesia’s dawning “Era Reformasi” after the end of Suharto’s 32-year presidency, during 
the economic crisis and political uncertainty. He considered the prospects for meaningful and 
fundamental policy reform in forestry and agriculture.  

Meth Kusumahadi (director of SATUNAMA—an autonomous, independent NGO), a specialist in 
small enterprise projects and cooperative and community incentive programs, also spoke on the 
crisis in Indonesia. He concentrated on localized strategies for alleviating impoverishment and 
discussed future prospects and options.  

Soak Koon Wong (professor at the Universiti Sains Malaysia in Penang) analyzed feminist politics 
from a Malaysian perspective, rejecting the tendency of Western feminism to over-generalize and 
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apply ethnocentric concepts that do not necessarily apply in a non-Western context. She highlighted 
some strategies used by women in ASEAN countries to empower themselves and re-examined some 
value-loaded terms like “silence,” “patriarchy” and “veiling” using examples from current literary 
works by Malaysian writers.  

Hank Lim (National University of Singapore) outlined the impact of the financial and banking 
collapse in Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia and concluded that because of Singapore’s proximity 
to these countries, their economic revival and political stability are vital to Singapore.  

Publications  
Geoffrey B. Hainsworth: CSEAR Research Monograph (New Series) No.1 entitled Localized 
Poverty Reduction in Vietnam: Improving the Enabling Environment for Rural Livelihood 
Enhancement edited by Geoffrey B. Hainsworth, with contributions by seven UBC graduate students 
or recent graduates: Kimberly Carr, Brent Doberstein, Pierre Fallavier, Douglas Hainsworth, Van 
Nguyen-Marshall, Stephanie Scott, and Nguyen Hoang Trang, plus three additional invited 
contributors: Judith Cukier, Annalisa Koeman, and Brian Zotolli; Choices: Enabling Human 
Development for Poverty Elimination in Vietnam, a background report for the first Human 
Development Report on Vietnam (co-authored with Nguyen Hoang Trang), was published in 
November; and three chapters entitled “Conceptual Framework ...,” “The Macro Enabling 
Environment ...,” and “Frustrations of Persistent Poverty … [Review of Major Findings]” which are 
part of the volume Localized Poverty Reduction in Vietnam: Improving the Enabling Environment 
for Rural Livelihood Enhancement edited by Hainsworth; and “Rural Development in Viet Nam: 
The Search of Sustainable Livelihoods” (with Pham Xuan and Be Viet Dang), in Vietnam’s Social 
Development, Summer 1997.  

Richard Barichello: The following were prepared for presentation in 1998: “The Nature of State 
Trading in Indonesia: The Case of BULOG,” for the workshop on The Role of the State in Trade in 
Agricultural Products in North America, November, at Stanford University; and “Prospects for 
Selected Agricultural Commodities Following the 1998 Currency Depreciation: A PAM Analysis,” 
for Departemen Pertanian seminar on Responses to Currency Depreciation in Agriculture, Jakarta, 
Indonesia, December. Co-authored with Scott R. Pearson, Stanford University, and Mona Selim.  

Research grants  
The first Hampton Grant to CSEAR, 1996-98, “Upland Resource Management for Sustainable 
Livelihoods and Poverty Reduction in Vietnam” ($74,000), was terminated and the end-of-project 
report was submitted 31 March. An end-of-project report was also submitted the same day to the 
Canada-ASEAN Centre for its Operational Grant to extend CSEAR institutional linkages with 
partner institutions in Southeast Asia ($45,000). CSEAR submitted an application for a Hampton 
Grant in October to launch a new interdisciplinary research project entitled “Surviving the Southeast 
Asia Crisis” ($80,000).  
Activities and Projects  
CSEAR sponsored the initial liaison and negotiations to launch a Philippine Studies Program, the 
first of its kind in Canada. CSEAR also collaborated with the Centre for Human Settlements in 
drafting the proposal and launching the new CIDA project “Localized Poverty Reduction in 
Vietnam: Capacity Building.” Also completed in 1998 was a year-long project “Teaching Program 
in Agricultural Policy using the Policy Analysis Matrix” with Departemen Pertanian 
Indonesia/Stanford University/USAID. The project leader was Scott R. Pearson from Stanford 
University.  
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Future Directions in 1999  
CSEAR will host a major international conference, 22-24 October, on “Emerging Southeast Asian 
Identities in an Era of Volatile Globalization.” This will be a joint conference of the Canadian 
Council for Southeast Asian Studies (CCSEAS) and the Northwest Consortium for Southeast Asian 
Studies (NWRCSEAS). CSEAR will also launch a broad interdisciplinary research project on 
“Surviving the Southeast Asian Crisis: Regional, National and Localized Impacts, Responses, and 
Coping Mechanisms.” This will use the October 1999 conference to bring together a group of 
current and recently graduated students with CSEAR faculty associates and colleagues in Southeast 
Asia to form an interdisciplinary research team who will submit a five-year major grant application 
to funding agencies in 1999. CSEAR will formally inaugurate its new Philippine Studies Program 
with faculty and student exchange invitations to participate in the October conference and to plan 
further exchange and collaborative research activities.  

CSEAR faculty and student associates will actively participate, in association with the Centre for 
Human Settlements, in implementing the new CIDA-funded technical assistance project in Viet Nam 
on “Localized Poverty Reduction in Viet Nam: Building Capacity for Policy Assessment and Project 
Planning.” Additional CSEAR-sponsored research will be undertaken on Poverty Reduction in Viet 
Nam, building on the foundations laid by the field research completed under the Hampton Grant 
(1997), and the subsequent research involved in drafting the UN Human Development Report 
(1998). This project will involve faculty and student associates in collaborative field research with 
colleagues in Vietnam, to be funded by further contracts with the UN and other donor agencies.  
   

C. Programs of the IAR  

1. CAPRI (Canada Asia Pacific Research Initiatives) is the Institute’s public policy program which 
focuses on research on contemporary issues affecting the Asia Pacific region. Established in 1993, it 
publishes an occasional paper series and hosts the International Associates Forum which promotes 
mutual understanding between Canada and Asia through long-term visits to UBC of Asian 
government officials, corporate leaders and academic researchers. This year, it distributed “Canada, 
the Asia Pacific Region and the New Regionalism” a paper by Xavier Furtado of the Yuchengco 
Center for East Asia at De La Salle University, Philippines. It was host to Mitsuhiro Kawamoto, a 
senior researcher at Takugin Research Institute, Co. Ltd. of Sapporo, one of the largest think-tanks in 
Japan doing economic and social development research.  

2. CPIRD (China Program for Integrative Research and Development) is the Institute’s program that 
deals with interdisciplinary studies on the transformation of China into a modern society. It is funded 
by proceeds from an endowment grant. This year it presented three seminars, jointly with the Centre 
for Chinse Research: “The Asian Financial Crisis and its Impact on China” by Fan Gang of the 
National Economic Research Institute, China Reform Foundation, Beijing; “Issues of Anti-
Corruption in On-going Economic Reform in China” by Xia Zhenfa of the Central Prosecutors 
College of China in Beijing, with Vincent Yang of the International Centre for Criminal Law in 
Vancouver; and “Comparative Institutional Advantage: Hong Kong vis-à-vis Shanghai and 
Singapore” by Yiu-Kwan Fan, dean of School of Business, Hong Kong Baptist University.  

3. CAS (Centre for Australian Studies) established in 1997 under the IAR’s public policy program, 
is not in the same category as the five constituent centres of the restructured IAR. CAS is a special 
APEC legacy project following a bilateral agreement between Canadian Prime Minister Jean 
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Chrétien and Australian Prime Minister John Howard. The project focuses on environmental and 
sustainable development issues affecting Canada, Australia and the Asia Pacific region. It has no 
permanent source of funding and operates on an ad hoc basis. The project is coordinated by Terry 
McGee.This year CAS sponsored a conference jointly funded by Monash University and UBC on 
“Canadian and Australian Approaches to Asia in an Era of Unstable Globalization.” It also presented 
two seminars on land use planning by Jean Hillier of Curtin University, Perth and on Australian Film 
Education by Annabelle Sheehan of the Australian Film, Television and Radio School.  

4. PICSA (Program in Intercultural Studies in Asia) was first established in 1996 in the IAR as the 
Cross-Cultural Literary Studies Group directed by Mandakranta Bose. It was renamed PICSA in 
1998 and Bose continued to be its coordinator. This year it published the proceedings of its 1996 
Conference on “The World My Mother Gave Me” about mother-daughter relationships and Asian 
women’s perspective of the world. Its other activities included a seminar series on story-telling 
cultures of Asia, an Asian film festival, a writer-in-residence program and an international 
conference on traditions in South Asia. PICSA is primarily funded from the operating account of the 
IAR on a year-to- year basis. It focuses on cultural studies in Asian literature and humanities.  

5. AMRC (Asia Multimedia Resource Centre) has been the Institute’s physical hub of digital 
activity since its inauguration in 1996. In this computer lab members of the Institute work on theses, 
do internet research, e-mail in Chinese, Japanese or Korean and surf the Net. AMRC staff Lisa 
Kwan and David Floren ensure the smooth application of technology to the AMRC’s objectives of 
research, networking, publishing and information dissemination. This year they redesigned the IAR 
web-site making it easier and faster to see the major links. They also upgraded the publishing 
capabilities of the Mac computers to enable the IAR to do most of its pre-press publishing in-house. 
They designed and built an electronic bulletin board for coming events such as seminars and 
conferences as well as major headlines of the day in Asian news.  

6.  Publications - The Institute of Asian Research has signed an agreement with UBC Press making 
UBC Press the exclusive distributor of all IAR publications starting 1 June 1998. IAR publications 
are now listed in the UBC Press Catalogue as well as in the IAR web site (www.iar.ubc.ca) with an 
order form which can be completed online and sent directly to UBC Press.  
New Books - Joseph Ejercito “Erap” Estrada: The Centennial President by Aprodicio and Eleanor 
Laquian is a personal behind-the-scenes account of the 1998 campaign that elected Estrada as the 
13th President of the Philippines. The authors served as personal advisers to presidential candidate 
Estrada while on leave from the IAR. The book was published jointly by the Institute of Asian 
Research of UBC and the College of Public Administration of the University of the Philippines. It is 
available through UBC Press in Canada and at major bookstores in Manila. See also new 
publications by Mandakranta Bose on pp. 36 and 43, and by Geoff Hainsworth on p. 40.  

Acting Philippine Consul General Bayani Mercado donated a set of Filipiniana books to the IAR. 
Other book donations were from former Canadian Ambassador to the Philippines Stephen Heeney 
and Letty Shea, author of of the book Muji Tiannan—View of the Southern Skies: The Lingnam 
School of Painting.  

7. Research Associates and Visiting Scholars - The number of research associates, visiting 
scholars, international associates and honorary professors of the Institute increased to 53 in 1998. 
Research associates: Vidjut Aklujkar, Alison Bailey, Narinder Kaur Basi, Tony Beck, Sadhu 
Binning, Mandakranta Bose, Rex Casinader, Andrew Chan, Rebecca Chau, Hani Faris, Julie 
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Fieldhouse, Charles Greenberg, Stephen Heeney, Sukeshi Kamra, Keum Sook Kang, Ajit 
Krishnaswamy, Beverly Lee, Scott MacLeod, Alan Morinis, Richard Nann, Haider Nizamani, 
Evelyn Nodwell, Sukmar Periwal, Jim Placzek, John Price, David Roth, Peijian Shen, Yuko Shibata, 
Setsuko Shiga, Patricia Tsurumi, Edward Woo, Lawrence Wood, Vincent Yang, Gisele Yasmeen 
and Chao-Tzang Yawnghwe. Visiting scholars: Kazuko Aso, Hazime Chinen, Noritoshi Fujimoto, 
Chang-Yoon Hwang, Sae-yoon Kim, Kazuo Kuramochi, Hyeon-hie Lee and Kunitoshi Suenaga. 
International associates: Claude Comtois of the University of Montreal, Terry Ursacki of the 
University of Calgary and PoKeung Ip of the Open University of Hong Kong. Honorary professors: 
Louis Cha, Paul Lin, Stephen Milne, Barrie Morrison, Nancy Waxler Morrison and Edgar Wickberg. 
Capri International Forum Visitor: Mitsuhiro Kawamoto.  

8. Community Outreach - Each year the Institute celebrates an Asian festival as its main socio-
cultural event and community outreach activity for the year. In 1998 the Institute held a Lunar New 
Year Festival to greet the Year of the Tiger on 28 January with more than 250 people participating 
from on and off campus. The day-long festivities featured Asian foods catered by Asian restaurants 
in Vancouver, cultural presentations by UBC students and Asian community performers, Asian art 
works and handicrafts from the Asian community artists, origami demonstrations, Asian films on the 
big screen, photo exhibit and book sale. A day-long computer technology demonstration on how to 
research Asia on the Net was conducted by Lisa Kwan and David Floren.  

9. Student Links - The Pacific Rim Club of UBC with its multi-ethnic Canadian members has been 
linked with the Institute of Asian Research since the club’s founding in the early 1980s. It has an 
office in the C.K. Choi Bldg. and assists the Institute with its conference and other special events by 
providing enthusiastic volunteers to help with logistical arrangements. Pacific Rim Club also 
prepares a listing of scholarships, travel and fellowship opportunities as announced by donor 
agencies and publishes the list in the IAR web page.  

The Graduate Students Network, established in 1996, also has an office in the Choi Bldg. It provides 
the Institute with a pool of graduate students doing research on Asia. It holds an annual two-day 
conference where the members present papers and exchange information on their various projects 
and countries of interest. In 1998, the conference was titled “Instant Asia: Constructing New 
Identities in an Era of Globalization” and was funded from the Institute’s operating account.  

10.  Exhibits - A custom-built hanging system for up to 24 framed paintings has been installed in the 
main lobby of the C.K. Choi Bldg. The basic display unit is made up of three different components 
which can be adjusted in height and width to accommodate different sizes of artwork frames. The 
steel rod hangers are attached to the wood beams in the ceiling and are removable after use. Also 
installed in the lobby are two accordion-type display modules, one with five and the other with four 
frames for posters, flyers and photo exhibits. Both hanging system and display modules were 
designed and developed by George Yu. The Institute is now able to sponsor painting exhibitions and 
other art displays in the lobby of the C.K. Choi Bldg. Asian artists are encouraged to exhibit their 
works here to promote Asian culture in B.C.  
   

D. Administration and Budget  

The Institute has the overall responsibility for the management of personnel and budget of the IAR 
and its centres and the administration of its various programs listed above. Each of the centres is 
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administered by an executive committee in charge of formulating the Centre’s own policies and 
programs.  

1. Personnel - a number of personnel changes occurred in 1998.  

a) Nina Halpern, holder of the Louis Cha Chair in Chinese Research, resigned from UBC effective 1 
July 1998 to pursue a career outside academia. The search for a new holder of the chair will be 
initiated in January 1999 by the incoming IAR director, Pitman Potter.  

b) Graham Johnson was appointed IAR faculty associate so he could continue to run his China 
Transportation Project in the IAR. The project proposal was submitted while Johnson was still 
director of the CCR.  

c) The advocates of gender equity in the Centre for Southeast Asia Research got a boost with the 
July appointment of Leonora Angeles to the School of Community and Regional Planning as 
assistant professor of gender analysis in international development. She is helping CSEAR with the 
1999 NWRCSEAS Conference and its research proposal for Hampton funds.  

d) A recent Ph.D. graduate from the University of Toronto, Shi Chen, was appointed as a visiting 
postdoctoral fellow in the CCR from 1 July 1998 to 30 June 1999. Chen’s research interest are 
contemporary Chinese politics and society. While at the IAR, he will continue his research on “State 
and Civil Society: The Making of ‘Civilized Communities’ in Shanghai, 1985-1995.”  

e) Pierre Fallavier, who with Lisa Kwan served as guardian of the AMRC (Asia Multimedia 
Resource Centre) since 1996, graduated from SCARP and was replaced by David Floren. Users of 
the AMRC were glad that Lisa decided to pursue graduate studies at UBC so they can still avail of 
her services as computer technician, trouble shooter, patient tutor to computer illiterates and expert 
adviser on Powerpoint, Pagemaker, Photoshop and other applications.  

f) Three work-study students were hired by the IAR: Su Yun Myong for the newsletter; Carolyn Ng 
for special events and Derek Bideshi as caretaker.  

g) The year of El Niño and La Niña was a children’s year of sorts for the IAR as well. Geoff 
Hainsworth’s daughter Susie made him a grandfather for the first time with the birth of Sean. 
Eleanor Laquian also became a first-time grandmother with the birth in June of Ellie Flagg to her 
daughter Helen. Eleanor’s eldest son George also got married this year making the Laquian home an 
empty nest. Another empty nest belongs to the McGees. Terry McGee’s eldest son Tyler got married 
this year; his daughter Katrina almost flew the coop as well by opting for her own apartment while 
attending UBC. The apartment is in the basement of Terry’s house! Dulce Amba, a student assistant, 
gave birth to a baby boy (Vino) and Natalia MacArthur, a former research assistant, gave birth to a 
baby girl (Ann) also this summer. You Tien Hsing of the CCR management committee had her first 
baby, Tingting, in April. After a string of grandsons, Ed Wickberg was delighted to have his first 
granddaughter this year.  

2. Budget - The Institute had an operating budget of $549,085 in 1998 of which $416,143 were for 
salaries of faculty and staff and $132,942 for supplies, equipment, communication and other 
operating expenses. In addition, it received $380,457 in research grants and contracts for 1998 out of 
a total award of $1,353,121 in grants for projects ongoing for three years. It also received $388,857 
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in endowment income for its five constituent centres and $78,500 from external sources for 
conference sponsorships. Total funds available to the Institute in 1998 were $1,396,899.  

3. Building Management - The multi-function rooms on the ground floor of the Choi Bldg. 
received 196 bookings during the year and earned $3,022 of which $912 paid for caretakers and 
technicians. The total room rental,  including rent of audio visual equipment, left for the Institute 
was  $2,110.  This money was used to publish and distribute the Asia Pacific Report newsletter and 
to fund the Institute’s annual community outreach event, the Lunar New Year festival.  

IV. Future Activities and Research  

On Building a Research Culture  
by Terry McGee  
(Reprinted from the Asia Pacific Report, Vol.22, No.2 Fall 1998)  

These are uncomfortable times for universities as they enter the 21st century. Many of the 
comfortable assumptions that have dominated the processes of education and research are being 
questioned as universities reevaluate their roles in the face of fiscal cutbacks, demands for increasing 
relevance and the need to retool an increasingly aging faculty in time when new recruitment is 
limited. For some critics universities are seen as increasingly outmoded institutions in which the new 
tools of the virtual knowledge network can replace the face-to-face interaction of teacher and student 
or groups of researchers. In this situation the idea of a university as a place becomes increasingly 
replaced by the idea of the university as part of a network of exchanges and pooled knowledge. This 
perception is fueled by the ideas of globalization and internationalization which demand that some 
form of new research culture be created.  

For someone like myself who has spent the last 45 years in universities located in various parts of 
the Asia Pacific region, it has not always been easy to grasp how this new research culture will 
reshape the 21st century university. I had been brought up with the idea that research culture needed 
time to develop in situ and rested upon the acquisition of knowledge in close association with 
teachers and the subjects about which you acquired knowledge. This was particularly the case with 
the acquisition of knowledge about places other than your own. As I proceeded through my 
university life this acquiring knowledge about ‘other places’ became dominated by the paradigm of 
‘area studies’ which spawned Departments of Asian Studies and courses on, for example, Chinese 
civilization. Central to the pursuit of Asian studies was the acquisition of language skills and cultural 
understanding often based upon long periods of residence in the area of expertise. In most cases this 
approach necessitated interdisciplinarity or at least the interaction of faculty and students based in 
disciplines.  

When I came to UBC twenty years ago to the Institute of Asian Research, the paradigm that 
dominated the research culture of the study of Asia was essentially that of area studies. UBC was 
one of the top universities in the English-speaking world in the study of Asia (still is) and was 
particularly well known because it was the home of one of the top journals dealing with the Asia 
Pacific region—Pacific Affairs in which UBC Asianists were frequent contributors. I knew the 
names and work of Wickberg, Woodside, Ho and many others long before I decided to come to 
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UBC in 1978. Essentially, the UBC researchers and their students operated in area clusters and this 
tradition has continued greatly strengthened by the addition of faculty and library resources and the 
wonderful Asian Studies library. It has been formally embodied in the Institute’s Centres which 
today carry out an active program of research, seminars, publication and interaction with the wider 
public. Their activities are listed in the IAR’s website and can be easily consulted. This is an 
important part of the Institute’s research culture and gives it remarkable strength.  

But in the period from 1980 onwards, the intellectual paradigm for the study of other places based 
on ‘area studies’ has come increasingly under attack. For some critics, it is seen as ‘colonial’ to 
study other places from outside. For others, the time taken to become an ‘area studies expert’ is too 
long. Far quicker results can be obtained by obtaining information from researchers in ‘other places.’
Finally, the growth of globalization and internationalization shifts emphasis to interaction between 
societies in trade and investment, information transfer and the movement of peoples. This involves 
both a ‘problem’ and a systematic approach. Over the years, the IAR has developed a strong thrust 
of research in these areas emphasizing trade and investment, cross-cultural studies in literature, 
urbanization, Canada-Asia relations and various facets of development. This research has involved a 
mix of systematic specialists and area studies experts within the University. It has drawn a great deal 
of its impetus from the booming economies of much of the Asian region over the last two decades.  

The ‘fiscal meltdown’ in certain Asian countries which is now threatening global stability has added 
another dimension to these intellectual paradigms which suggests the emergence of ‘multi-
modernism’and polycentred global order in which the collaboration of ‘area studies’ researchers, 
indigenous and foreign, will be an essential part of acquiring knowledge. Asia, with 60 percent of 
the world’s population, is undergoing change in an era of extraordinary global volatility and the need 
to understand these developments will not go away. The need to learn about, interpret, understand 
and inform about this region will be a fundamental element of the knowledge that is needed in the 
21st century.  

This returns me to my original point about the uncomfortable times for universities. Faced with the 
emergence of a ‘polycentred world’ it may be tempting for universities to dismiss the ‘global 
regions’ that are experiencing economic downturn and place greater emphasis upon other regions. 
Indeed one sees this at UBC with the emergence of a new Institute for European Studies and 
arguments for greater content on curriculum in the United States. While I see these developments as 
intellectually and pragmatically justified, there is certainly a need to engage the emergence of 
‘global polycentrism’ in relation to the universities’ existing resources and strengths. This means 
continuing a focus on Asia which has been developed over the last 40 years.  

I leave the directorship of the Institute convinced that we have created the institutional framework 
and have the human resources to play an important role in research on Asia in the 21st century. I am 
grateful to the University administration and three deans of the Faculty of Graduate Studies for their 
support. I thank the faculty and students involved in the Institute, the totally dedicated and highly 
professional staff of the Institute and the many donors to the Institute particularly the C.K. Choi 
family. I know that the new director, Pitman Potter, will build upon these foundations and continue 
to enrich the research culture that has been developed.  
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