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Abstract: The article aims to explain the evolutionary patterns of international discourses on 

North Korean human rights and the roles of ‘defector-activists’ played in the process. It analyses 

how individuals (North Koreans) build their professional networks in the new political 

environment (in South Korea) and connect with other international state- and non-state actors to 

constitute and reconstitute their public discourses (on North Korean human rights). It is doing so 

by applying qualitative content analyses of 327 English and Korean text, audio and video 

materials, produced in 1998-2015 from a complexity perspective. The author focuses on the five 

most active North Korean defector-activists internationally, namely, Kang Chol Hwan, Shin 

Dong Hyuk, Kim Joo Il, Park Ji Hyun and Park Yeon Mi, and demonstrates how their respective 

networks have grown over the past decade. 
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