
Language Politics 
and Policy in 
South Asia and 
the Himalaya

Thursday, September 19, 2019
5:30–7:00pm • CK Choi, Rm 120 •  1855 West Mall • UBC

In a retrospective of her research in Nepal, North and Northeast India, 
Professor Sonntag considers the relationship between language politics 
and policy. She analytically distinguishes the politics of governing 
languages and the language politics of the governed to overcome 
disciplinary boundaries between political science and sociolinguistic 
approaches to the study of language policy.

Selma (Sam) Sonntag
Professor Emerita, Politics 
Humboldt State University

Co-sponsored by UBC Language Sciences, Centre for India and South Asia Research, 
Department of Anthropology, Department of Asian Studies, Department of Linguistics, 
Department of Political Science, and Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies
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